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Oswald Spengler and unfoundedness of the Karl Popper’s thesis about 
the “Poverty of historicism” 

In the book “The Poverty of Historicism” Karl Popper dared to declare, that he 
“issuing from strictly logical foundations, …proved that it was not possible to predict 
the course of the history”. But all the human history proves that it is not so. Using the 
ideas of Oswald Spengler of the decline of the Western civilization, of the historical 
events as symbols, of the original symbols of the different civilizations and of the 
original symbol of the whole human culture, of the history as “Gestalt” the author 
comes to the conclusion that the adequate “Gestalt” of the non–linear Spengler’s 
human history is the image of the Russian history with its numerous ruptures of the 
gradualness: conquests by the Goth’s, by the Avar’s by the Mongol’s and more 
earlier, Time of Troubles, reforms, of Peter the Great, revolutions, perestroika and 
reforms at the end of the XX – the beginning of the XXI century. By that the author 
refutes the Karl Popper’s thesis about “the poverty of historicism”. 

Keywords: image, symbol, original symbol, “Gestalt”, “the poverty of 
historicism”. 
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The philosophical system Gegel as studies is about the stages of 
development of Absolute Idea 

The article analyzes the philosophy of Hegel. Presently, at the turn of the 
historical epochs in the consciousness of thinking people the searches of sense of life 
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predominate, the understanding of spiritual and material correlation of values is 
required. Can a person exist outside of spirituality? To answer this question it is 
proposed to appeal to theoretical achievements of outstanding philosopher, the 
representative of German classical philosophy - Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. One 
of the central problems of his philosophical system was a comprehension of the 
Absolute Idea. Analyzing the works of Hegel, the article relied primarily on two basic 
methods: dialectical and hermeneutic. The purpose of the article is to research how 
the idea of absolute spirit was formed in the European Modern classical philosophy. 
In fact this idea was the basis for the interpretation of such concepts as "spiritual," 
"ideal," "ideology." Analysis of Hegel's philosophy allowed justifying a conclusion 
about the internal communication between theory and moral practice, between 
cognition and activities. 

Keywords: philosophy of Hegel, the absolute idea, the spirit, the objective spirit, 
the subjective spirit, consciousness. 
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