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The development and consolidation of civil society in Czechoslovakia 
in the late 1980s and the early 1990s 

The development of civil society in Czechoslovakia in the late eighties and the 
early nineties have been analysed. The aim of the article is the research of civil 
society consolidation in Czechoslovakia. It has been shown that owing to rising of 
revolutionary struggle in 1989 Czechoslovakia was saved from totalitarian regime 
and began the movement to the confirmation of civil society. It has been substantiated 
that civil society is the guarantor of observance of private civil rights. It has been 
claimed that the intelligentsia played the determinant part in all spheres of social 
progress and aimed to introduce their people to the world civilization progress. Such 
a model of civil society is called educated. It is just the model of civil society that was 
formed in Czechoslovakia by the representatives of the brainpower led by Vaclav 
Havel. It has been considered that formation of civil society became one of the main 
social and political transformations which promoted the development of democracy in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Keywords: civil society, Czechoslovakia, Vaclav Havel, transformation, reform, 
civil society organization, self–government. 
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