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SANDBOX PLAY - POWERFUL POTENTIAL FOR THE 
FORMATION OF CRITICAL THINKING FOUNDATIONS IN 

OLDER PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

Abstract. The article, based on the analysis of domestic and foreign research, 
reveals the essence of the concept of critical thinking as a complex multifunctional 
perception of social and natural environment, its processing, and transformation of 
results under the influence of cognitive interests, intentions, or subjective attitudes 
of the individual. The content of critical thinking involves various sensory 
impressions that form a holistic image of the development of more complex forms 
of cognitive activity.

The main regularities of forming the foundations of critical thinking in older 
preschool children are characterized by certain manifestations: independence of 
thinking, relative independence of thoughts and their expression; ability to defend 
one's own opinion; recognition of one's own mistakes and adequate attitude towards 
them; search-oriented thinking, a tendency to find better solutions to tasks; ability to 
interact with peers to find a common solution.

In the context of the research, the powerful potential of «sandplay» of older 
preschool children is proven, which involves multidimensional activity and requires 
participants to have clear and well-planned actions, the ability to negotiate, act 
together, and seek new, non-standard approaches to problem-solving. The mediated 
guidance by educators during these games is of particular importance, contributing 
to children's awareness of their own capabilities and forming their initial experience 
of critical thinking. Thus, during "sandplay" in older preschool children, initiative, 
communicative, and social skills are freely formed, and the emotional, cognitive, 
and volitional spheres are enriched. The active creative process in relation to various 
situations in the sand game allows the child to gain experience in independently 
solving difficulties, improving cognitive and emotional processes, and more.

Pedagogical conditions for forming the foundations of critical thinking in 
older preschoolers based on the use of «sandplay» are designed, including: creating 
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a comfortable natural environment that gives the child a sense of comfort and 
promotes the expression of the preschooler's creative activity; formulating a clear 
and logically sequenced algorithm for playing sand games, stimulating the 
development of imagination and creative thinking; giving inanimate objects a living 
form; experiencing events on the sand together with the child, and more.

Stages of implementing pedagogical conditions for forming the foundations 
of critical thinking in older preschoolers, taking into account the powerful potential 
of «sandplay», are outlined: organizational - choosing a sandbox according to 
standards, selecting game characters and other details; organizational-methodical -
selecting games that correspond to the goal and objectives of forming the 
foundations of critical thinking in older preschoolers; developmental - conducting 
game sessions aimed at emotional satisfaction, acquiring knowledge, and personal 
skills.

The content context of the practical-oriented use of «sandplay» is selected and 
described, focusing on exploring the surrounding world, developing tactile-
kinesthetic sensitivity, and fine motor skills of hands; observing how personal 
feelings and emotions of the child are projected onto their activities during the game, 
allowing the identification of hidden internal experiences, the development of 
potential abilities, and the formation of the foundations of critical thinking.

Keywords: thinking, critical thinking, sand games, formation of critical 
thinking foundations, older preschool age.
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