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Persha 
svitova viyna i slov yans ki narody. Materialy mizhnarodnoyi naukovoyi konferentsiyi. 
14–15 travnya 1998 roku

Do 60-richchya vid dnya narodzhennya.

Vasyl  Stefanyk — spivets  ukrayins koyi zemli — Vydav-
nytstvo «Svoboda».

Persha svitova viyna i Ukrayina

Bohdan Andrusyshyn 

 
The article is devoted to the study of certain main problems of the First World 

War of 1914–1918 on the pages of Ukrainian and world fiction and historical 
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literature. From a huge array of historical fiction, the author singles out issues that 
make it possible through the prism of the moral and psychological perception of an 
ordinary person, mostly a soldier, to analyze the main contradictions of the con-
temporary world, to see the person himself, to evaluate the motives of his actions, 
thoughts, hopes, and expectations. To examine the main plot lines of the works, the 
author turned to the search for a number of scientific methods, including historical 
methods, with the help of which real processes of the past are reconstructed through 
the prism of artistic texts. The main results of the study were reflected in the disclosure 
of the content of such problems as the causes and motives of the start of the war, the 
survival strategies of different sections of the population, the geopolitical composition 
of these warring blocs, the phenomenon of sniper shooting, Muscophilism, militarism, 
the occupation regime, state terror and genocide; problems of refugees, displaced 
persons, prisoners of war. The work evaluated the factors that were decisive for 
fraternization at the fronts, clarified the role of the growth of national consciousness. 
The author shows that the psychological trauma of the war in the works of writers of 
different countries was the same (sadness, anxiety and expectation), reveals the 
coverage on the pages of artistic works of the "heroism" of the Russian tsarist army, 
farewell to the event of the Western Ukrainian population about "one-blood" Slavic 
brothers. Attention is drawn to human and material losses, morbidity during the war, 
orphanhood and widowhood. The tragedy of the "lost generation", the consequences 
of the war in general, the problem of historical memory for those who died on the 
fronts were considered. Prospects for further follow-up of the mentioned issues in both 
content and chronological contexts are outlined, among which one of the priority ones 
is the loss of cultural values, the export to Russia of library and archival funds, 
factory and factory equipment, etc. 

Keywords: First World War, fiction and historical literature, Western Ukraine, 
Dnipro region, occupation regime, national consciousness, brotherhood, captivity. 


