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GEOGRAPHICAL SCIENCE 

 

THE SPANISH STEPS IN ROME AND MOVIE ROMAN 

HOLIDAY (1953) 
 

Fesyna Anastasia  
Student of Faculty of Natural and Geographical Education and Ecology 

Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

 

Pet’ko Lyudmila 
Candidate of Pedagogic Sciences,  Associate Professor 

Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

 

Turchynova Ganna 
                   Candidate of Pedagogic Sciences,  Associate Professor 

Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

 

Oh Rome! my country! city of the soul! 

Lord Byron, English Poet 
Fostering knowledge exchange among peers is important for learners’ 

motivation, achievement of learning goals as well as improvement of problem solving 

competency [8, p. 221]. 

Our student group explores the sights of "Roman Holiday" [16] filming 

locations. The first article of our problem group was devoted to studying sights of the 

Spanish Square in Rome [7]. 

 This paper highlighs the Spanish Steps in Rome (Fig. 1), see video [25]). For 

Fig. 1. Our authors: A. Fesyna and Y. Herasymchuk (2021).  Fig. 3.Audrey Hepburn as Princess Ann (1953). 
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many foreigners, the Spanish Steps are visual shorthand for Rome; they’re used in lots 

of movies and TV shows, starting with Roman Holiday back in 1953 (watch movie 

[16]).  

The camera follows Anne (Fig. 3) on her way along Via Dei Condotti (Fig. 3), a 

merchant street which opens the famous front panorama at Piazza Di Spagna, as well 

as the legendary Spanish steps (Fig. 6, 7), see video [37]. The movie grants us with the 

most breath-taking perspectives over the legendary Roman landmark, from Santissima 

Trinità al Monte Pincio, a french church over the Spanish steps in Italian Rome, to 

Fontana Della Barcaccia (Fig. 6), a recognized fountain, created with a talent of two 

representatives of the famous Bernini family. In the same way, as millions of tourists 

before and after the movie was filmed, Anne falls in a sweet temptation to taste the 

legendary gelati ice-cream (Fig. 4), just on the foot of the Spanish steps. The princess 

takes her time on one of the stone platforms of the architectural complex, a place is 

now forbidden for taking any food, including the 

   Fig. 3. Via Dei Condotti (1953).    Fig. 4. Roman holiday (1953).            Fig. 5. Ann and Joe. 
famous Tiramisu. In a comic contrast, Anne leaves an empty waffle of her gelati right 

on the steps (Fig. 20). A few moments later, Joe walks up Anne (Fig. 5)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 6. The famous front panorama at Piazza Di Spagna.            Fig. 7. Spanish Steps, Rome. 
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and this scene would later become of the most recognized shots of the "Roman holiday" 

movie [4]. 

We can take a look at Audrey Hepburn’s genuinely grateful, concise and 

endearing words of acceptance for her Best Actress win in 1953’s "Roman Holiday". 

The presenter onstage is Donald O’Connor , while Gary Cooper, on location at a film 

set in Mexico, reads the nominees… Scribe Dalton Trumbo and costume designer 

Edith Head, both legends in their fields, also scored Academy Awards for "Roman 

Holiday," while the film was nominated in an additional seven categories, including 

for Best Picture and Director (William Wyler). The Oscar ceremony was held on March 

25, 1954, almost 67 years ago (watch video [1]) [26]. 

So, Audrey Hepburn won the Best Actress Academy Award for her portrayal of 

Princess Anne. The film won 3 Oscars, and was nominated for 10. The movie "Roman 

Holiday" ranks No 4 on the American Film Institute's Top 100 Love Stories. 

Audrey Hepburn ranks third on AFI's 50 Greatest Screen Legends (female). Gregory 

Peck ranks twelfth on the same list for male Legends (Fig. 8, 9, 10) 

Fig. 9. The winners. 

Fig. 8. The Oscar ceremony (1954).       Fig. 10. Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck, Roman Holiday, 1953. 

This was a natural hillside as recently as 1723. Before the steps were built, this was 

the slope of the Pincio Hill, one of many hills around Rome. The 135 steps were built in the 

18th century and got their name due to the adjacent Spanish Embassy (Fig. 14). 

Unfortunately as of 2019, you can no longer sit on the Spanish Steps. Violaters can 

receive a fine as high as €400. Eating on the steps is also banned. At the bottom of the 

steps sits the Piazza di Spagna and the Fontana della Barcaccia, which means "Fountain 

of the Old Boat." The legend goes that the design of the fountain comes from a boat washed 

into this piazza by a flood of the Tiber River [11] (Fig. 6), see video [25; 10]. 
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The English novelist Charles Dickens (1812−1870), Fig. 11,  described the  

        Fig. 11. Charles Dickens.      Fig. 12. The piazza di Spagna and Spanish Steps in the 18th-century. 

steps as thronged with unengaged "artist’s models" in regional costume; they are still 

crowded with loiterers in distinctive dress from all over the world (Fig. 12). Indeed, 

since the end of the 16th century the Piazza di Spagna has been a stopping place for 

tourists as well as a destination for artists and writers [24].  

The monumental stairway of 135 steps (the slightly elevated drainage system is 

often mistaken for the first step) was built with French diplomat Étienne Gueffier's 

bequeathed funds of 20,000 scudi, in 1723–1725, linking the Trinità dei Monti church 

(Fig. 4, 5, 15) that was under the patronage of the Bourbon kings of France and the the 

Bourbon Spanish Embassy at the top of the steps to the Holy See in the Palazzo 

Monaldeschi at the bottom of the steps. The stairway was designed by 

architects Francesco de Sanctis (1679−1731) and Alessandro Specchi (1668−1729). 

The 135 stairs (Fig. 12; 14; 15) were designed by Francesco de Sanctis (a late 

Baroque Italian architact) and were completed in 1725 after two years of hard 

work. His drawing was engraved by Girolamo Rossi in 1726, with a long dedication to 

Louis XV (Fig. 16). The structure was an immediate hit with the local community  

                             Fig. 13. Spanish Embassy.                       Fig. 14. 135 stairs and the Trinità dei Monti church.  
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which made Piazza di Spagna a very attractive place to take up residence. The steps 

are dedicated to the Holy Trinity which is represented by their three tiers; Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit (Fig. 14, 15). 

Fig. 15. Top view. Panoramic view of the Spanish Steps.  Fig. 16. Drawing by Francesco de Sanctis. 

 

The name of the steps eventually took the name "The Spanish Steps" but only 

really in English. In Italian, they simply refer to them as la Scalinata which derives 

from their proper name, "La Scalinata di Trinita dei Monti." French and Spanish would 

follow similarly. The Spanish Embassy (Fig. 13), which is in the Monaldeschi Palace, 

had been there for hundreds of years prior to the steps being built. Also, the square that 

eventually housed the steps was named “Piazza di Spagna” which most likely took its 

name prior or after the Monaldeschi Palace was purchased by the Spanish Crown [20], 

see video [19]. 

The steps were built with funds left to the city by Étienne Gueffier who was a 

French diplomat. He left 20,000 scudi, the traded coin of the time, to improve the area 

which went to great use. The goal was to link the church at the top of the stairs, which 

was also a French church (Fig. 14), to Palazzo Manaldeschi (Fig. 13) below in Piazza 

di Spagna [20; 21]. 

And so, the Spanish Steps was opened in 1725. For almost two years the group 

of builders and constructers worked their fingers to the bone to bring up 138 travertine 

steps.As a result, the stairway got its wide central part framed by two narrower sections. 

There is a viewpoint where one can get by one of the half-moon side spans. Each side 

of the stairway is fenced with stone ledges designed in Italian baroque style (Fig. 17). 

At that time, the architects decided to decorate the stairway more modestly. They used 

the heraldic symbols of the Bourbons dynasty along with the traditional images of the 

crown and eagle – the attributes of pontifical power [22]. 
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Look out for the lilies and eagles that alternate in the ornamentation of the steps: 

fulfilling a delicate balancing act between church and secular power, the lily is 

symbolic of the French monarchy, whilst the eagle was Innocent’s heraldic emblem 

(Fig. 18). Construction finally got underway in 1723 [23]. 

 

   Fig. 17. Construction of Spanish Steps.      Fig. 18. The eagle as Innocent’s heraldic emblem. 

       On September 22, 2016, Bulgari and Roma Capitale celebrated the restoration of 

the iconic Spanish Steps −a symbol of Rome’s cultural and architectural heritage − 

with a memorable event flooded with music and art video [18]). Turn the magic of the 

Spanish Steps Tribute on again watching the video. The  history of Bvlgari is permeated 

with the art and most iconic places of Rome: in 1884 Sotirio opened his first shop at 

the top of the Spanish Steps and a few years later, in 1905, he inaugurated the historic 

boutique at 10 Via Condotti, now the point of reference for all Bvlgari stores worldwide 

(see video [3; 27]).  

Every year, when spring comes, the flowerpots with azaleas and petunias paint 

the stairway in pinkish and flamboyant colors (Fig. 19). While in winter, the same wide 

steps become the stage for short Christmas plays. Moreover, Trinita dei Monti church 

is a very picturesque background to the Spanish Steps [22]. 

Fig. 19. The flowerpots with azaleas and petunias.         Fig. 20. Anne with her waffle gelati. 
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      Fig. 21. The Spanish Steps (February 04, 2012).      Fig. 22. Romantic love story "Roman Holiday" (1953).  

 

In conclusion. The steps hit the big screen in Audrey Hepburn film Roman 

Holiday, where the steps' status as a popular meeting place made them the perfect 

location for Gregory Peck's character to 'accidentally' bump into Hepburn (video [17]). 

They've also been mentioned in a Bob Dylan song [2] and featured in an Everybody 

Loves Raymond episode (where they are on Spanish steps needs to get their photo taken 

here (see video [5: from 16.20 min]). 

Speaking about the Spanish Steps we offer to listen to the song "Spanish Steps". 

Morten Harket performed "Spanish Steps" from his solo album 'Wild Seed' on NRK 

TV's show 'Sveip + Seinsveip', back in September 1995 (watch video [9]). We 

remember a romantic love story between an European Princess and an American 

reporter in Rome, within one day (Fig. 20, 21, see video [17]). They knew that the 

romance between them oughtn’t to be happened because of their great difference in 

status, even though they had fallen in love with each other deeply.  

The greatest love story ever filmed!.. 

 
Fig. 22. G.Peck and A.Hepburn (1988).  Fig. 23. A.Hepburn (1967).            Fig. 24. Roman Holiday (1953). 
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