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BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

THE ROSE "LEONARDO DA VINCI" BY ALAIN 
MAYLAND 

Holovko Tamila, 
Student of Faculty of Science Education and Ecology 
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Pet’ko Lyudmila, 

Candidate of Pedagogic Sciences, Associate Professor 
 Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

Turchynova Ganna 
Candidate of Pedagogic Sciences, Associate Professor 

Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

"Learning never exhausts the mind." 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

Leonardo Da Vinci (Fig. 1), best know for his Mona Lisa (see video [2; 18]) and 
The Last Supper (see video [16]) artworks, was an Italian Renaissance polymath whose 
areas of interest included invention, painting, sculpting, architecture, science, music, 
mathematics, engineering, literature, anatomy, geology, astronomy, botany, writing, 
history, and cartograph [29; 33] (see video [3; 6; 11]). 

The rose "Leonardo da Vinci" belongs to the floribunda group. The group of 
Floribunda includes bush roses of various varieties, but the most popular is all the same, 
da Vinci. Created a variety in 1994 by Alain Mayland  (Fig. 2) and gave the name in 
honor the greatest artist Leonardo da Vinci [27] (Fig. 2, 3). 

 Fig. 1. Leonardo da Vinci.    Fig. 2. Rose «Leonardo da Vinci».     Fig. 3.  Alain Mayland. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_da_Vinci
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Leonardo da Vinci (15.04.1452−02.05.1519) worked and lived from 1482−1499 
and from 1506−1513 in Milan at the Sforza Castle, under the Duke Ludovico il Moro 
[4], see movie [34]. 

His job was to take care of the cultural life and the arts at the court of Milan. 
During this period, Leonardo da Vinci was busy with inventions, the expansion of the 
system of Navigli and the construction of locks as well as the study of man. During his 
time in Milan, he also created the artwork "The Last Supper" (Fig. 7) and the famous 
"Lady with Hermlin" (Fig 6) (owned by the Czartoryski Museum in Krakow) [10]. 

Piazza della Scala is a central square of Milan connected to the main square of 
Milan, Piazza del Duomo, by the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II passage. The name of 
the square dates back to the church of Santa Maria della Scala, dating from 1381, which 
was once located here. 

Today, the square refers to the renowned Teatro alla Scala opera house, which 
occupies the north-western side of the square. When La Scala was built in 1778, it was 
facing a street rather than a square. It was only in the late 19th century that the 
authorities of Milan initiated a thorough renovation of the area, which involved the 
creation of the square [10]. 

The center of the square is marked by the monument of Leonardo da Vinci by 
sculptor Pietro Magni (1872, Fig. 5). Four of his pupils are depicted in life-size statues. 
They include Giovanni Antonio Boltraffio, Andrea Salaino, Marco d'Oggiono, and 
Cesare da Sesto (Fig. 1; 4), see  video [15; 35]. 

Fig. 4. The monument of Leonardo  da Vinci(Milan). Fig. 5. Pietro Magni. 

In front of Teatro La Scala, the statue in Carrara marble with a base in Baveno 
granite was commissioned before Italy’s unification by the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Brera and later inaugurated in 1872 under King Vittorio Emanuele II. The Milanese 
call it “on liter in quatter” in dialect, which roughly translates to “a liter in four”: the 
effigy of Leonardo symbolizes a bottle of wine, while the four pupils at his feet (Marco 
d'Oggiono, Andrea Salaino, Cesare da Sesto e Giovan Antonio Boltraffio) represent 
glasses [4]. 

In 2019, the year marking the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death (in France 
on May 2, 1519), the Lombard capital has organized a rich calendar of events and 
initiatives to honor the extraordinary figure and his groundbreaking work. 
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Exhibits, installations, concerts, and multimedia events are all scheduled as part of 
"Milan and Leonardo 500", which began in 2018 and will culminate in 2020 [4]. 

Some researches are devoted to the description of roses named after prominent 
people [7; 22; 23; 24; 30; 31; 32]. 

Leonardo da Vinci is a Floribunda grade of rose (Fig. 2, 11−15). Launched by 
Alain Meyland in France in 1993 under the registration name 'MEIdeauri " and 
presented in 1994 by Meilland International − a French company engaged in the  

Fig. 6. Lady with an Ermine .     Fig. 7. The Last Supper (Basilica of Santa Maria Delle Grazie). 
selection and production of roses. Named after the outstanding artist Leonardo da Vinci 
and belongs to "the Romance "series of the Meyland International company. Obtained 
as a result of pollination of the rose 'Sommerwind (Fig. 8) "with a mixture of pollen 
from the varieties' Milrose"(Fig. 9) and' Rosamunde" (Fig. 10). He is the winner of 
the Italian Monza Rose Trials rose competition. Harmoniously combines the historical 
shape of a flower and the compliance of modern requirements to it [34]. 

 
Fig. 8. Rose "Sommerwind".          Fig. 9. Floribunda Rose "Milrose".       Fig. 10. "Rosamunde". 

French breeder Alain Mayland said: "… we rose breeders are always looking 
into the future, always hoping that this year’s cross-pollination will yield exciting results 
for rose lovers to enjoy eight to ten years from now, we must be optimists." [14]. 
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The form of roses Leonardo da Vinci changes in the process of flowering from 
a rounded pointed bud to a goblet. The unopened bud has a rich crimson color. Opened 
flowers raspberry pink. In one brush collected from 3 to 5 buds (Fig. 14). Roses have 
a faint light fragrance. The stems of the plant have dense glossy leaves (Fig. 11; 12; 13). 

The bush is thick (Fig. 12), spreading, erect, 60–150 cm high (in warm regions 
it can grow up to two meters). Young shoots reach a height of about 60–90 cm; with 
age, they turn into a well-leafy shrub with flowers evenly spaced on it, resembling 
ancient English roses. Shoots hard and strong, with reddish thorns. The leaves are 
glossy, dense, rich green color [34], see video [12; 37]. 

The blooming of the Leonardo da Vinci variety begins in June and lasts (Fig. 15), 
with short breaks, until the end of the summer period. Plants, with proper planting and 
good care, will delight you with abundant flowering in the first year of life. Buds are 
formed both on last year's shoots and on young ones. The flowers are resistant to rain 
and summer heat.  

Rose Leonardo da Vinci Characteristics 
Kindom: Plantae  
Clade: Tracheophyes  
Clade: Floribunda. Romantica.  
Order: Rosales  
Family: Rosaceae 
Genus: Rosa 
Species: Rosa «Leonardo da Vinci»  
Family: Shrub Rose  
Size: Small Shrub 80cm  80cm 
Height: 60-150 cm 
Width: 60-110 cm 
Petals: 75−80 
Flowers: 5−7 cm 
Colour: raspberry pink 
Breeder: Alain Meyland 
Year of Introduction: 1994. 
Light: Full sun. [8; 26; 25].                                                          Fig. 11. Bouquet. 

            

Fig. 12. Rosa «Leonardo da Vinci» in the garden.             Fig. 13. Flowering rose.  
To sum up. Rosa Leonardo da Vinci blooms continuously. The flowering period 

will last the entire warm period. The plant has excellent winter hardiness. It is resistant 
to many diseases. 
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Advantages of a grade: plentiful and bright blossoming, resistance to bad 
weather conditions, unpretentiousness, resistance to diseases. The disadvantages 
include the lack of rich aroma [25]. 

Fig. 14. The buds  of Leonardo da Vinci rosa.        Fig. 15. The blooming of the Leonardo da Vinci. 

Sometimes this rose is confused with the ‘Red Leonardo da Vinci" variety, 
which has dark red flowers (Fig. 16, 17). 

There is one subsort. It bred in 2005. The color is crimson (whereas the 
traditional Leonardo da Vinci rose is pink). The number of petals in one bud reaches 
100 pieces. 

Fig. 16. The ‘Red Leonardo da Vinci".           Fig. 17. The blooming of the Red Leonardo da Vinci. 

The French floribunda from Meilland called “Red Leonardo da Vinci” was 
obtained as a result of breeding works in 2003. This variety compares favorably with 
other varieties of this group by very attractive, dark red coloring, rosette-like, medium 
size, densely double flowers, collected in small brushes. Rose "Leonardo da Vinci red" 
has increased stamina, as well as abundant flowering [28]. 

Bush height from seventy to one hundred centimeters is quite unpretentious. This 
is the rose of Red Leonardo da Vinci. The birth of this variety dates back to 2005. In 
the same year, the variety of the French company Meilland International was awarded 
for environmental friendliness. The plant is resistant to diseases and does not require 
chemical treatment. In 2011, this variety was awarded another award. 
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Rosa Red Leonardo da Vinci is different from her relative − the usual buds of 
Leonardo da Vinci. The inflorescences are made up of 3 or 5 rose-shaped flowers 
(Fig. 17), reaching 7 cm in diameter. They have a delicate fragrance. Terry rose quite full. 
The number of petals in one bud varies from 90 to 100 pieces (see video [27; 37]). 

Plain rose Leonardo da Vinci is pink. In contrast, this variety has a bright 
crimson color. Continuous flowering is accompanied by a large number of 
inflorescences. The plant is relatively winter-hardy, but it requires shelter for the winter 
[25]. 

In summary. The garden will be bleak without the decorative component – 
flowers. The pearl of the collection "Roses of Romance" is indisputably a variety of 
roses Leonardo da Vinci. Historical appearance is harmoniously combined with 
modern requirements of flower. The rose "Leonardo da Vinci" will decorate any site, 
looks beautiful and noble. The variety has received high praise for its elegance and 
high decorativeness. The Leonardo da Vinci rose is always present in the catalogs of 
the largest commercial nurseries like flower drawings by Leonardo da Vinci in the 
catalogs of the largest museums (Fig. 18, 19, 20). 

Fig. 18. Leonardo da Vinci’s rose.            Fig. 19. Lilies.                           Fig. 20. Violets. 
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