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Chernova, L.P. Science as a method of theoretical understanding of reality:  rst 
scienti  c pictures of the world

Social and historical factors that contributed to the formation of the scienti  c picture of the 
world in the New Age are considered. The conclusion is made that the genesis of a new era 
of European science made possible the emergence of the  rst scienti  c picture of the world 
XVIII century in human history. It made   the transition to the discursive-logical thinking and 
included such items of natural sciences as heliotcentrysm, the principle of inertia and the 
doctrine of homogeneity of space, dynamism and mechanical determinism, which relied 
on the methods of experimental veri  cation. 

Key words: scienti  c picture of the world, discursive-logical thinking, heliotcentrysm, 
dynamism, mechanical determinism.
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