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Leading Countries of the World 
The article examines the positions of scientists on the doctrine of "containment" in the 

terminological apparatus of nuclear missile programs of the leading countries of the world, 
identifies controversial aspects in the conceptual and theoretical approaches of scientists and 
analysis of their argumentation.  

The study used an interdisciplinary methodology, which used the following set of methods: 
doctrinal method, which provided an opportunity to analyze research on the assessment of the 
doctrine of "deterrence" in the terminology of nuclear missile programs of leading countries, to 
distinguish common and distinctive problems; historical-political method, which made it 
possible to consider the genesis of the doctrine of "deterrence" in the terminological apparatus 
of nuclear missile programs of various nuclear states, both those that have the status of legal 
carriers of nuclear missiles and the status of illegal states (legalized) with nuclear missiles 
arsenal; comparative method, which was used to compare the characteristics of the doctrine of 
«deterrence» in the terminology of nuclear missile programs of states such as the United States, 
the Russian Federation, Britain, France and China. The main purpose of this article was a 
scientific analysis of debatable views in the conceptual and theoretical approaches of scientists 
and analysis of their arguments, which shows the criteria for differences in the assessments of 
researchers.It has been proved that in the discussions of scientists, the criterion of unacceptable 
damage is of key importance in differentiating positions. In the concepts of Western scientists, 
this criterion determines the damage to the population as a whole and is a justified factor 
deterring the use of nuclear missile weapons in modern military conflicts. The article shows an 
alternative to the opinion of researchers who defend the statement about the criterion of 
unacceptable damage to the enemy's armed forces. It is noted that the methodological aspect is 
important for understanding this term, which should take into account the interdisciplinarity of 
the problem under study. 

Key words: doctrine of «containment», missile and nuclear weapons, military-political 
doctrine, terminological apparatus of political science. 
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Hybrid War as an Innovative Concept of Modern Geopolitics 
The term "hybrid war" has been the subject of extensive analysis by a wide range of 

theorists, officials, political scientists and social philosophers since the Russian Federation 
annexed Crimea in March 2014. This topic ceased to be the subject of study only by military 
strategists and became the subject of broad social discourse. It is emphasized that the scale and 
devastating nature of hybrid warfare can significantly change the political map of the world. The 
question of the political essence of this war remains insufficiently defined, which actualizes its 
study by political science. The analysis of the existing scientific literature on the problems of 
hybrid warfare is carried out. 

Different approaches to its understanding are revealed. It is shown that for all the 
frequency of use of the concept of "hybrid war" there is no common interpretation of its 
meaning. An attempt has been made to transfer the discussion on hybrid warfare to a broader 
analytical and historical context, to generalize its concepts and related strategic priorities. A 
specific focus of the discussion is the modern approach to hybrid warfare in the context of the 
Russian Federation's military aggression against Ukraine. Historical examples of hybrid 
warfare are given. 

The peculiarities of hybrid warfare, its difference from other conflicts, which in general 
leads to a change in the concept of "paradigm of war" are identified. It is proved that the 
concept of hybrid wars provides for a flexible combination and implementation of a set of 
influences of different types: diplomatic, economic, information, military, etc. 

Possible directions of further research of the phenomenon of hybrid war by political 
science are outlined. It is noted that in political science it is worth further analysis of the study of 
mechanisms to neutralize the negative impact of external interventions by strengthening civil 
society, protection of national values and interests as factors of internal mobilization to combat 
hybrid wars. 

Keywords: war, hybrid war, aggression, military conflict, hybrid threat, hybrid war 
strategy 


