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THE SPANISH SQUARE IN ROME AND MOVIE ROMAN 
HOLIDAY 

 
Herasymchuk Yulia  

Student of Faculty of Natural and Geographical Education and Ecology 
Dragomanov National Pedagogical University 

 

Pet’ko Lyudmila 
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It keeps eternal whisperings… 
John Keats (1795−1821) 

 
"Roman Holiday" was filmed in Rome in 1953 [28], and inspired us to explore 

the locations where the film was filmed. We would like to find the scenes used for the 
filming of the movie, Roman Holiday; that classic film starring smooth-voiced and 
handsome Gregory Peck as an American reporter Joe Bradley (Fig. 1; 3) as he cons, 
entertains and then falls for the beautiful and lively Audrey Hepburn as Princess Ann 
(Fig. 1; 3; 30), all amid the beautiful backdrop of Rome. It deals with a princess who 
rebels against the goodwill tour she is making of Europe and arrives in Rome. The 
adventures she encounters with Peck (a reporter) during the day and evening are natural 
and amusing. After the entire day of fun, the two are in love but know nothing is going 
to come out of this Roman Holiday. Audrey Hepburn won the Best Actress Academy 
Award for her portrayal of Princess Anne.  The film won 3 Oscars,  and  was  

    Fig. 1. Roman Holiday (1953).       Fig. 2. The Spanish Square (Piazza di Spagna) in Rome. 
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nominated for 10. 
Thus, we chose the Spanish Square (Piazza di Spagna, Fig. 2) one of the oldest 

cities in Europe. This was our first virtual trip to Rome but so exciting! We studied 
information about the Spainish Square in Rome, its history and tourist attractions in 
this area, its features and interesting facts about it. 

Piazza di Spagna, with the staircase leading to the church of Trinità dei Monti 
(Fig. 2, 3), the house museum of English poets Keats and Shelley (Fig. 4, see video 
[29], the fountain of la Barcaccia (1627–29) in the form of a leaking boat (Fig. 5),  

Fig. 3. Trinità dei Monti.  Fig. 4. The Keats-Shelley House.        Fig. 5. Fontana della Barcaccia.  
 
Babington's (Babington's tea room established in 1893, is a traditional English tea 
shop at the foot of the Spanish Steps in the Piazza di Spagna, Fig. 6 [2; 18]), the House 
Museum of Giorgio De Chirico (the Italian Metaphysical painter Giorgio de Chirico 
who lived in the top three floors of the 17th-century Palazzetto dei Borgognoni for the 
last 30 years of his life (1948−1978) [10], Fig. 7).  

Fig. 6. Babington's, Piazza di Spagna, 23.   Fig. 7. The House Museum of Giorgio De Chirico, Piazza di 
Spagna, 23.  

Giorgio de Chirico (1888−1978) was perhaps the greatest Pre-Surrealist and 
Surrealist artist in Italy, his work is on a par with Salvatore Dali, but his best works 
were executed between 1909 and 1919 during his Metaphysical Period, during which 
time he founded the Metaphysical School of art movement. Just as his beloved Gala 
was Dali’s muse, so his wife Isabella was De Chirico’s and there are several portraits 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftr.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F331225747566965785%2F&psig=AOvVaw0cosLNnfV4_iaScGyOA8Rc&ust=1608399630494000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwjhm6rWidjtAhUGNRQKHQ1xDIIQr4kDegQIARA0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Steps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piazza_di_Spagna
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of her and she figures in many of his paintings (Fig, 8, 9, 10, see video [11; 12; 16]) 
(https://www.gpsmycity.com/attractions/giorgio-de-chirico-house-museum-
43318.html). 

     Fig. 8. Self-portrait.    Fig. 9. The Disquieting Muses (1916).  Fig. 10. The Song of Love (1914). 
 

The famous Column of the Immaculate Conception (Fig. 11, 12) (Italian: La 
Colonna della Immacolata) is a nineteenth-century monument  in central Rome 
depicting the Virgin Mary, located in what is called Piazza Mignanelli, towards the 
south east extension of Piazza di Spagna, and much more, is beyond doubt one of 
Rome's most beautiful and famous squares [27]. 

 
 

Fig. 11. Column of the Immaculate Conception. Fig. 12. The Virgin Mary.  Fig. 13. The Feast, December 8th. 
 
The column was dedicated on December 8th, 1857, to mark the publication, 

exactly three years earlier, of the papal bull Ineffabilis Deus in which Pope Pius IX 
(1846−78), ending centuries of heated debate, declared that the Virgin Mary had been 
conceived free from the stain of original sin ( see videos [19]). At an annual ceremony  that 
takes place near Rome's Spanish Steps and near its upscale shopping district, the Pope leads  
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a religious ceremony to mark the official start of Rome's Christmas season (Fig. 13). 
The statue on top of the column is a bronze Virgin Mary. Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, occupies a central place in Catholic belief. 
And this statue of her was built on December 8th, 1857 to commemorate the 

Pope’s recent declaration of the Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception: the idea that 
Mary, uniquely among human beings, was born without original sin. 

Original sin is visible in the monument in the form of the snake Mary is stepping 
on. Below her are the authors of the four Biblical gospels, and still further down are 
four prophets (Fig.  14, 15) said to have foretold her birth, with reliefs depicting four 
phases of her story below them. 

Fig. 14. Moses and King David.                                Fig. 15. Isaiah and Ezekiel.  

The base of the column also sports four reliefs: Annunciation (Fig. 16), Joseph's 
Dream (Fig. 17), Coronation of Mary as Queen of Heaven and Pope Pius IX and the 
Promulgation of the Papal Bull, respectively the work of Francesco Gianfredi, Nicola 
Cantalamessa Papotti, Giovanni Maria Benzoni and Pietro Galli [13]. 

         Fig. 16. The Annunciation                                  Fig. 17. The Dream of St Joseph     
              by Francesco Gianfredi,                                      by Nicola Cantalamessa Papotti. 
December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception; each year on that day, 

the Pope visits this spot along with the head of the fire department, which originally 
erected the column, and they leave the wreath behind (see video [5]). 

The monument was designed by the architect Luigi Poletti (1792-1869) and the 
bronze statue, which stands atop an ancient Roman column, is the work of Giuseppe 
Obici. The Virgin Mary, with her crown of twelve stars, crushes a serpent (symbol of 
original sin) under her foot. At the base of the globe on which she stands are symbols 
of the four evangelists. At the foot of the column sit four marble statues, which depict 
the prophets David (Adam Tadolini) and Moses (Ignazio Jacometti) (Fig. 16), Ezekiel 
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(Carlo Chelli) and Isaiah  (Salvatore Revelli) (Fig. 17), all of whom, it is said, foretold 
the birth of the Virgin Mary [31], see video [15].  

Via dei Condotti, and the small streets around it, and traditionally considered to 
form the most luxurious shopping area of the Eternal City. It's fun to see the window 
displays of some of the gorgeous shops. 

Via Condotti is a center of fashion shopping in Rome. Dior, Gucci [video [36]), 
Valentino, Hermés, Armani, Jimmy Choo, La Perla, Prada, Salvatore Ferragamo, 
Furla, Céline, Dolce&Gabbana, Max Mara, Alberta Feretti, Trussardi, Buccellati, 
Bulgari (video [3]), Damiani, Tod's, Zegna, Cartier, Bally, Montblanc, Tiffany&Co., 
Louis Vuitton have stores on Via Condotti. Others, such as Laura Biagiotti, have their 
offices there [35]. 

 

 

 

 
 

     Fig. 18. Via dei Condotti.      Fig. 19. Gucci shop [36].    Fig. 20. Bulgari shop (video [4]. 

A quick overview of what  has been said so far  reveals  that the  area  of  the 
Spanish Square looks like two unequal triangles or butterfly (Fig. 22; 23). The name  

    Fig. 22. Scheme of the Piazza di Spagna                     Fig. 23. The Spanish Square. 
 

comes from the Palazzo di Spagna, the seat of the Spanish Embassy for the Vatican 
located on this square since the seventeenth century (see video [29], Fig. 24) [26]. 

     The Palace of Spain (Fig. 24) a baroque palace that has housed the Embassy of 
Spain to the Holy See since 1647. It does not lodge, on the other hand, the Embassy of 
Spain in Italy, since this one is on the first floor of the Borghese Palace of Rome. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trussardi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buccellati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damiani_(jewelry_company)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tod%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zegna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartier_(jeweler)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bally_Shoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montblanc_(company)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiffany_%26_Co.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Vuitton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laura_Biagiotti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgari
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Embassy of Spain to the Holy See is the oldest embassy in the world. It was created in 
1480 by King Ferdinand the Catholic (Fig. 25), being its first ambassador Gonzalo de 
Beteta, knight of the Order of Santiago [17]. 
 
 

Fig. 24. Palazzo di Spagna.                             Fig. 25. King Ferdinand II.  
 
Francesco Borromini (1599−1667) (Fig. 26), a keen student of the architecture 

of Michelangelo,designed the palace extension and traced the main staircase of the 
embassy and the lobby. The architect Antonio Del Grande (1625−1671) was the one 
who continued with the works [17]. 

 
Fig. 26. Francesco Borromini.       Fig. 27. "El alma beata".     Fig. 28. "El alma condenada". 

The embassy houses a collection of gobelin tapestries of the 17th century that 
belonged to the Bourbon-Orleans family from the Galliera Palace in Bologna, with 
Roman and biblical motifs. The walls of the formal dining room are adorned with three 
splendid woolen and silk tapestries from the 18th century, originating from the Royal 
Palace of Madrid. The halls have the presence of paintings of the Prado Museum of 
illustrious authors such as Federico Madrazo, Vicente López, Nattier, Mengs, Mario Nuzzi, 
among others. Among the sculptures stand out two busts by Gianlorenzo Bernini of 1619, 
"El alma beata" (Fig. 27) and "El alma condenada" (Fig. 28). 
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At last at the lower end of the stairs of the Spain stairs, in the middle of the 
square is the famous Fontana della Barcaccia or "Fountain of the Old Boat" (Fig. 29),  

Fig. 29. Fontana della Barcaccia (1627-1629). 
Fig. 30. Audrey Hepburn as Princess Ann (Romen 
Holiday) at the fountan at the bottom of the Spanish Steps 
(1953). 

 
dating to the beginning of the baroque period, sculpted by Pietro Bernini and his son, 
the more famous Gian Lorenzo Bernini (1598−1680), see Fig. 2; 5; 23; 29; 30; 31, see 
videos [13]).  
Thus, Fontana della Barcaccia (Fountain of the Old Boat) is a Baroque fresh-water 
fountain in the Piazza di Spagna in Rome, just below the Spanish Steps. It is so named 
because it is in the shape of a half-sunken ship with water overflowing its bows. The 
fountain was commissioned by Pope Urban VIII and was completed in Fig. 31. Gian 

Lorenzo Bernini. Fig. 32. The Sun and The Bee ornamentation on Fontana Della Barcaccia. 
 
1627 by Pietro Bernini and his son Gian Lorenzo Bernini (Fig. 31). The shape was 
chosen because, prior to the river walls being built, the Tiber often flooded and in 1598 
there was a particularly bad flooding and the Piazza di Spagna was flooded up to a 
metre. Once the water withdrew, a boat was left behind in the square [7; 8]. The design 
with the sinking boat also helped Gian Lorenzo Bernini to overcome a technical 
problem, due to low water pressure.  
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The water flows from six other points into Barcaccia Fountain. There are two 
sculptures in the shape of a sun with a human face, which throw water towards basins 
inside the boat. Then we can find there four circular holes which throw the water 
outwards. In addition to the two suns, there is another interesting decoration at the 
fountain. It is the tiara and heraldic symbol with three bees. It was a symbol of the 
family Barberini.  That was the first time that a fountain was conceived entirely as a 
sculptural work, moving away from the canons of the classical geometric-shaped 
basins which were common at this time [6; 34], see video [7]. 

On May 15, 2007 four drunken immigrants damaged the monumental fountain 
with a large screwdriver inflicting a deep scratch, with the consequent detachment of a 
significant part of the papal coat of arms. The carabinieri rushed to the place were attacked 
by the four vandals, but still managed to get them under arrest and prevent further damage 
[15].  

Next restoration on the fountain has been carried out several times, the last being 
in 2014, through a private donation of 209,960 Euro. A few weeks after the unveiling, 
the fountain was damaged on 19 February 2015 by a group of Dutch  

Fig. 34. Barcaccia Fountain, 19 February 2015.  Fig. 35. The Piazza di Spagna, 19 February 2015. 

Fig. 36. Restorers at work on the fountain (photo by Valerio Mezzolani). Fig. 37. The Piazza di Spagna now. 
 
football hooligans, who were in Rome to support Rotterdam-based club Feyenoord in 
a Europa League match against A.S. Roma. Some 7000 fans of the Rotterdam  
soccer team Feyenoord traveled to Rome. 

Dutch football fans caused “permanent” damage to a 500-year-old Rome 
Fountain of the Old Boat. Hundreds of drunk fans of Dutch club Feyenoord clashed 
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with riot police near the Spanish Steps in Rome. The group, allegedly under the 
influence of alcohol and drugs, stepped into the fountain and threw bottles and rubbish 
in it before clashing with the police. The Barcaccia, a boat-shaped fountain at the foot 
of the Spanish Steps, was chipped by beer bottles thrown and kicked by fans of 
Rotterdam team (see video [9]). Vandals left the fountain chipped and splintered. 
Shaped like a half-sunken ship with water overflowing its bow, the oval basin below 
was filled with broken glass and fragments of travertine marble (Fig. 34, 35, 36).). 

In conclusion. The Piazza di Spagna in Rome is one of the places of the world 
and that is worth visiting for a good rest and wonderful landscapes. Piazza da Spagna 
in Rome, together with the Spanish Steps, is a prominent tourist destination in Rome, 
attracting tourists with its beauty and architectural features. 

And now The fountain (Fig. 37) is a favourite destination by tourists, who 
stop by to take a picture or just to drink from the drinkable water pouring from the 
prow or the stern of the boat. 
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