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In this paper, we have systematized priority areas to optimize the process of future primary school
teachers’ training. Our attention is focused on the content-related and methodological ware of the process of
teachers’ foreign language competence forming for further use in professional activities. The priority task of
Ukraine's education system today is to train competent teachers, who will be able to work at different stages
of modern learning. The problem of training qualified future primary school teachers for foreign languages
teaching in connection with the demands of the Concept of New Ukrainian School is deserving serious
attention now. New programs, manuals and others are appearing. New approaches and foreign language
teaching technologies are developing. At the same time, the depth of educational reforms, quality and
efficiency of educational institutions and institutions of the national education system are not fully able to meet
the modern needs of the individual and society, one of the main is slow implementation of humanization,
greening and informatization of the education system, introduction of innovative and information and
communication technologies into the educational process [7].

Recent events in the world related to the covid-19 virus pandemic have proven the need to form the
readiness of future primary school teachers to use modern flexible forms of work both in the classroom and
through the Internet. The emergence of a number of educational platforms (Google Class, Zoom, Moodle) has
proved the relevance of this problem at the present stage. Ukraine has its own online education platform
Prometheus, which hosts not only domestic courses, but also the translation of the best foreign programs.
Modern school education is experiencing an information boom that is based on a change in the educational
paradigm from the knowledge approach to competence. Taking the above-mentioned into consideration,
systemic changes are required in the future teachers training process, which leads to the reorientation of such
specialists professional training content to the optimizing a process of their foreign language competence.

In the presented materials the actual problems, caused by transformational processes taking place in
the Ukrainian educational sphere, are considered. Analysis of pedagogical and methodological sources shows
that V. Bondar, N. Bibik, O. Savchenko, O. Matviienko, O. Mitnick and etc. thoroughly worked on the
definition of structural components of the modern teacher’s professional competence. The process of foreign
language teacher’s professional competence forming was studied in the works of O. Bigych, N. Borisko, R.
Milrud, S. Nikolaeva, Yu. Passov, T. Polonska, V.Redko, Ch. Brumfit, D. Hymes, W. Littlewood, R. Mirabile,
S. Parry, S. Savignon, L. Spencer & S. Spencer and etc.

The professional competence development as the precondition of the successful professional activity
of future primary school teachers is one of the main aspects of professional education. The term “competence”,
which is used in the modern pedagogic, in translation from Latin means the range of issues, in which the person
is aware. In our opinion, considering the specialist’s professional training, the professional activity, the ability
of the specialist to fulfill the tasks in accordance with the given standards we can distinguish the meanings of
terms “competentnist” and “competentsiia”, which are often used frequently in the normative documents of
the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, they are interchangeable and often used in one sense or
another, or as synonyms. For example, in determining the main purpose of training the word “competentsiia”
is used. In the same curriculum from abroad languages when it comes to the learning achievements of students
after each stage, the term “competentnist” is used: linguistic “competentnist”, socio-cultural “competentnist”,
general educational “competentnist” [5, p.129]. This approach to the interpretation of these concepts
contradicts the State standard of primary general education, on the basis of which the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine develops training programs. After all, a clear definition of these two concepts is given
in this normative-legal document. Thus, competence is interpreted as “acquired in the learning process
integrated ability of the individual, which consists of knowledge, experience, values and attitudes that can be
fully implemented in practice”, and competence - as “a socially recognized level of knowledge, skills, attitudes
in a certain sphere of human activity “[2, p. 4].

At the same time, modern tendencies require making changes to the professional competence structure
of primary school’s teacher through the introduction of foreign language component. Forming the foreign
language competence of the teacher, who plans to use a foreign language in professional capacity, is not only
the perfect language proficiency, but is also the ability to teach a child a foreign language, to form
“multicultural personality”. The scientist N. Moskaleva notes that the future primary school teachers’ training
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must be organized to provide proficiency in four types of speech activities and translation skills; proficiency
in learnt language system, speech behavior rules in different situations of official-business and everyday
communication, knowledge of sociocultural life aspects of the country, language of which we learn [6].

Contents of methodological training should be reduced to the formation of stable stereotypes of the
future teacher concerning forms and methods of organizing the foreign language educational process in
primary school. It is commonly known that a modern professional competence of the teacher is an integrated
formation of his/her personality, which synthesizes required competencies (psychological, educational,
Ukrainian communicative, English communicative, methodological, personal and motivational, instrumental,
etc.), the practical demonstration of which provides an effective pedagogical interaction [4].

Thus, it is about the formation of the teacher professional and methodological skills to use modern
technologies in the sphere of foreign language teaching, methods and techniques of teaching; to efficiently
plan and implement various forms of organizing the foreign languages educational process both within
working hours, and after working hours; to actively use modern training technologies; to assess the level of
formedness of all the components of foreign language communicative competence without violating the
principles of partnership in the process of educational interaction.
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