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DAVID AUSTIN ENGLISH SHRUB ROSE "KEW GARDENS"

Oleshchenko Mariia
Student of Faculty of Science Education and Ecology
Pet’ko Lyudmila
Ph.D., Associate Professor
(Dragomanov National Pedagogical University)

The Royal Botanic Gardens in Richmond celebrated their 250th anniversary in
2009. The Gardens, affectionately known as Kew, over three hundred acres of botanical
delights and host thousands of species of plants, many of them rare and exotic [13] ( see
video [9]).

Kew gardens [2] takes the date of its official ‘birth” from the year that William
Aiton was appointed to care for and expand the gardens at Kew for Princess Augusta.
That was in 1759 and the gardens have grown and developed beyond all recognition
since then.

Obvious landmarks at Kew are the two iconic glasshouses, the Palm House (Fig.1)
and the Temperate House (Fig. 2) [10; 11; 12; 23], see video [3; 6; 8; 9].
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Fig. 1. The Palm House. Fig. 2. The Temperate House.

Founded in 1759 by Princess Augusta (Fig. 3), the mother of George III, on a nine-
acre site around Kew Palace (Fig.5). Kew is a world-leader in plant science and
conservation, yet beside these rare wonders from all over the world, sit the everyday
plants including - to my happiness - a mixed planting vegetable patch where lettuce
sits side by side with marigolds, and old CDs swing in the breeze to discourage the
birds.

Kew is one of those gardens which can be enjoyed in any season [13].
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Fig. 3 Princess Augusta. Fig. 4. The rose "Kew Gardens".  Fig. 5. Kew Palace.

It was during Queen Victoria's reign that the gardens grew in importance and
were opened to the public. The arrival of the railway in 1869 made the attraction more
accessible. Since Queen Victoria's death in 1901, a succession of monarchs have greatly
valued Kew Gardens [1].

The Queen Elizabeth II was to be presented with a new variety of rose to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, London, called simply the
Kew Gardens - which has been specially bred for the occasion on May 05, 2009. The
variety is a white-flowered English musk hybrid, and one of the few to be entirely
without thorns (Fig. 7).

To commemorate the 250th anniversary, a plaque was unveiled and the Royal
couple planted two trees. The Queen planted a Ginkgo (Fig. 6), an ancient tree known as
a "living fossil" which is now native only to a small area of central China [1], see video

[3].

\
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Prince Philip planted a Wollemi pine, also known from fossil records. It was
thought to be extinct until it was rediscovered in Australia in 1994 and it is now part of
an international conservation programme.

The Queen Elizabeth II has also taken a keen interest in the development of Kew
Gardens. The Queen's Garden is a seventeenth-century-style garden situated behind
Kew Palace (Fig. 5) [1] see video [3].

Fig. 6. The Queen at Kew. Fig.7. Rose "Kew Gardens". Fig.8. Holiday cake "Palm house".
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Kew Gardens is an unusual English Rose (Fig.4, 7, 9, 10. 11, 13). The young
flowers are distinctly yellow, but they quickly pale to snow white. It is actually a shrub
rose, producing a succession of single flowers held in graceful sprays. The buds are
beautifully scrolled with feathery sepals.

Fig. 9. Rose head Fig. 10. Blooming. Fig. 11. Stamens.

David Austin English Rose "Kew Gardens" has small, single pure white flowers
held in large clusters. The buds are soft apricot (Fig. 7). The bush grows 4 feet tall by 4
feet wide and blooms almost continuously from early summer till frost. The stems are
nearly thornless [5].

Fig. 12. David Austin. Fig. 13. A rose hedge.

Kew Gardens is a graceful and very charming rose. Kew Gardens is a very gentle
David Austin Rose with medium sized, single flowers. They are very light yellow,
almost white light lemon yellow centres (Fig. 7, 10). The flowers are small and single,
held in very large heads rather like a hydrangea and produced almost continuously
from early summer through to the end of the season. The young buds are soft apricot
opening to pure white, with a hint of soft lemon behind the stamens. The flowers are
followed by small red hips which should be removed to encourage repeat-flowering. It
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is extremely healthy and completely thornless - an unusual thing among roses. There is
a slight musk fragrance. It has a bushy but rather upright habit of growth, making it
ideal for the back of a mixed border. A group of two or three or more bushes will
provide a mass of white as though they were covered with snow (Fig. 14, 16). It is also
ideal for creating a hedge (Fig.13) (https.//www.davidaustinroses.com/us/kew-gardens-
shrub-rose).

Fig. 14. Kew Gardens "snow" bushes. Fig. 15. The Queen and David Austin (2016).
The Rose masses of small, single flowers produced almost continuously until the
first frosts. Small, single flowers held in very large heads, rather like a hydrangea
(Fig. 9, 17), produced almost continuously from early summer into autumn. Soft apricot
buds open to pure white, with a hint of soft lemon behind the stamens. It is extremely
healthy and almost thornless. The growth is bushy and rather upright
(httpsy/fwww.davidaustinroses.com/us/kew-gardens-shrub-rose).

This rose was named in celebration of the 250th anniversary (2009) of the Royal
Botanic Gardens at Kew in London. It was replanted the rose garden behind the famous
Palm House, returning it to the layout of 1848 and filling it with a wonderful mixture of
English Roses, Old Roses and other shrub roses.

Kew Gardens is a winner of the Gold Standard =88 ) g3 «‘-

Award at the NIAB trials in Cambridge, England. ’ :
ROSE CHARACTERISTICS

Rose Type: English Rose bred by David Austin in
2009

Family: Rosaceae

Scent: Strong

Growth Type: Shrub Rose (Fig. 16)

Plant Type: Shrub, Deciduous

Flower Color: White

Foliage colour: Green A 2 e

Fragrance Strength: Light Fragrance Fig. 16. Shrub Rose "Kew Gardens".

Flowering: Repeat Flowering

Blooming Time: June - November
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Disease Resistance: Good

Height: 1,3-1,5m

Width: 05-1 m

Size/Type: Medium-sized shrub

Breeder: David Austin

Year of Introduction: 2009

Appellation: Ausfence

Suitable for zones: Zones 5-11 (down to -29°)

Petal Count: 5 petals

Bloom Shape: Single

Cuttings: Hardwood cuttings best done in autumn :
Location: Full Sun Fig. 17. Kew Gardens like a hydrangea.

For best results, grow Rose 'Kew Gardens' in moist but well-drained soil in full
sun to partial shade. Prepare the soil well before planting, and mulch yearly with well-
rotted manure or garden compost. Deadhead spent blooms in summer to prolong
flowering.

Rose 'Kew Gardens' is known for attracting bees, beneficial insects, birds,
butterflies/moths and other pollinators. It has nectar/pollen rich flowers, provides
shelter and habitat and has seeds for birds. Rose 'Kew Gardens' has no toxic effects
reported [4].
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