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KNOWLEDGE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE AS A BASIS FOR LIFELONG
DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL SCIENCES SPECIALIST

According to the new educational reform, foreign language proficiency is
considered to be one of the key competencies [3]. This competence is important for
all specialties, regardless of profile (physical, geographical, chemical, philological,
etc.)- That is, a foreign language is not just a subject of study, but rather a means of
communication.

That is why, especially for teacher training institutions, it is very important to
maintain the level of foreign languages teaching at the appropriate level,
encouraging students to constantly improve their knowledge and skills in a foreign
language. Significant role is mainly played by the student’s interest in learning
his/her vision of his/her own development in the context of specialty he/she gains
Therefore, attention should be paid to the motivation to study, at least, a certain
minimum of a foreign language knowledge and skills and to seeking the possibility
to stimulate the student’s interest.

In general, a foreign language in a higher educational institution is studied under
the influence of many factors. On the one hand, it is facilitating foreign-language
contacts in future professional activities and in private life; on the other hand, there
are changes in the development of technologies that provide access to a wide range
of professional (and not only that) information. Another important factor is the
elimination and redirection of many large specialized enterprises in the country and
the emergence of new professions and specialties.

Therefore, if, for example, a geographer or a physicist does not know a foreign
language, he/she will not be able to read foreign articles and materials, communicate
with foreign specialists, improve his/her level of knowledge on a subject studied and
develop professionally during the whole life, thus isolating him/herself from a
professional and scientific society, depriving him/herself from lifelong learning
possibilities.

Collins Dictionary gives the following definition of lifelong learning (LLL) «the
provision or use of both formal and informal learning opportunities throughout
people’s lives in order to foster the continuous development and improvement of the
knowledge and skills needed for employment and personal fulfillment» [1].
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We can see that possibility to be employed is connected with personal
development and satisfaction. It should be noted that natural sciences have a
significant impact on personal development, since they are part of the spiritual and
material culture of society, and natural sciences education is, thus, an important
component of the individual’s general culture. After all, this individual operates in a
high technology and versatile information surrounding, and resists risks of a
different nature [2]. Natural sciences create the basis for a realistic attitude to the
surrounding world, promotes the disclosure of life secrets through the knowledge of
the processes occurring in nature at different levels.

The training of natural sciences students is aimed at achieving the goal, which is
not only in acquiring a certain amount of knowledge, but also in the development
and socialization of natural sciences student’s personality, the formation of his/her
general culture, world outlook and behavior, along with the formation of creative
abilities, research skills, lifelong learning ability in the context of global challenges.

The purpose of studying a foreign language, on the basis of the main task of
natural sciences education, is the formation, by means of foreign language, of the
key and professional (subject) competences during the educational process. And
these competences also ensure the formation of students’ value and ideological
orientations that determine their subsequent behavior.

Modern didactics is constantly developing, this process is facilitated by new
information technologies, the Internet, which provides many foreign-language
resources from different specialties that enable to enhance and modernize the
educational process.

However, it should be taken into account that the adaptation of the student to a
new situation, to a new view to the subjects studied, requires certain activities and
some training, not to mention the time devoted to the introduction of new elements
in the educational process [4].

All this affects the formation of the linguistic identity of the student of the natural
sciences specialty. We suggest two ways of student’s linguistic development. One is
connected with the intensive study of foreign languages for the purpose of
employment abroad or cooperation with foreign firms and organizations in home
country. But there are different reasons why not every student can see such
perspectives or, in general, have such opportunities for their development.
Therefore, another way is to find a work place and to enter a foreign language
learning because of the need for professional and career development, which will
require additional effort and resources and lifelong learning skills, obtained during
studying.

These factors should be taken into account when organizing training of a highly
qualified specialist in the field of natural sciences and individual student’s training

% life-long learning process.
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