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POTENTIAL OF THE INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
ENVIRONMENT (ICE) AS A COMPONENT OF MODERN
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING,

An important tendency of education in modem society is to provide the
intellectual and moral development of a personality on the basis of his/her invol-
vement in various, independent activities.

The current educational system is undergoing significant changes, which
include, first, the rapid development of computer technology and telecommunica-
tion technologies, and secondly, changing the status ofthe English language which
became the language of international communication, without which successful
professional activity and effective professional communication are impossible. In
this article we would like to review some aspects of the electronic environment
usage, and identity its organization peculiarities in learning a foreign language.

It becomes more and more clear that in order to achieve the new quality of
education we require fundamentally new, systemic approach and its foundation
can be - as the main component of the process of informatization of education -
the concept of "information - communication environment "(ICE) (or" informa-
tion-educational environment "(IEE)). If our educational system will integrate
within ICE all the key components of modern educational process — personnel,
equipment, educational resources, etc. - it can be a real basis for a strategy of
informatization of modern education

Informatization - a global process that is associated with dramatic changes in
the structure and nature of the world and social development, the transition to a
new generation of high technologies, engineering systems, materials, and new
types of information exchange that enable to change decisively the nature of work
and the human life condition.

Therefore, there is a growing interest in the researches aimed at using the
advantages and potential of new information technologies to improve and
intensify the studying and teaching process.
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The term "information-educational space" emphasizes that the purpose of
information use in this space - the formation of personality. The concept of
"environment", in contrast to the concept of "space", includes the individual for
which this environment is created and who use it. ICE (IEE) is the result of
interaction of individuals in educational process and information and educational
space. This is specifically organized, to solve the specific educational problems,
information and educational space. Its structure includes information objects,
means of communication, methods of producing, processing, use, and creation of
information, collective (social) and individual actors.

Why such resources are needed? The traditional approach to education oriented
on a class-lesson system, on hearing, and not on an active independent activity
prevents optimal use of the new information technologies that have recently
appeared. But the application ofnew information technologies can contribute to:

- Improving the efficiency and accessibility of education regardless of
student's social conditions and place ofresidence;

- Developing student's independence and activity;

- Increasing awareness ofthe learning process;

- Ability to respond quickly to the demands of society.

Speaking about the main characteristics of the ICE (IEE), which are
important for the learning process, we can highlight the following aspects:

1. Openness, which is provided by the interaction of environmental and
information-educational space and allows you to organize training that meets the
objectives ofthe student's personality development.

2. Integrity, the internal unity of the learning process - studying objectives,
teacher activity (teaching), student's activity (learning) and planned result.
Integrity is the result of conscious action of subjects of educational process and
constructed considering invariant content ofthe training material, optimal methods
which contribute to the objectives oftraining, education and development.

3. Polyfunctionality. ICE(IEE) can be both a source ofknowledge and also
promote the organization of various forms of independent work. It allows to
realise didactic opportunities of innovative technologies, to efficiently organize
students' individual and collective work.

Modern methodology of teaching foreign languages should consider these
trends and organize educational environment with the peculiarities the specific
subject of study and practical problems of learning. The acquisition and
generalization of knowledge is currently not the purpose of education, but only
one of the means of human intellectual development. Modern society requires
critical thinking person who can see and creatively solve problems, independently
obtain the necessary information, analyze it and apply for new challenges. Modern
methodology also emphasizes that intellectual and moral development of a person
is now at the forefront, and the success of education essentially depends on the
human desire to study and learn and on his/her independent activity.
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