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930.1

THE EDUCATION OF THE «NEW MEN» IN THE 18-TH CENTURY IN THE CONTEXT OF 
SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION

-

Urgency of the research lies in the fact 
that social construction remains an important 
tool of the Russian government to influence the 
society. 

Target setting. The problem to be 
solved by the article is understanding of the 
role of the state as a sole source of the process 
of social institutions creation in Russia. 

Actual scientific researches and issues 
analysis. Coverage of this topic in academic 
literature is fragmented. A number of works 
raise the problem of enlightenment ideas 
influence on the theory of upbringing in Russia 
of the XVIII century. Yurii Lotman and Borys 
Uspenskyi analyze the cultural field of 
interaction of Russia and Europe from 
semiotic point of view. Russian domestic 
environment of this period is studied, in 
particular, in the works of Mykhailo 
Bohoslovskyi, Yu. Lotman, Lidia Semenova.  

The research objective. The objective 
of our article is to analyze the problem of 
“new people” creation from the perspective of 
social construction. In this context, the 
experience of Catherine and her government 
goes far beyond the XVIII century and can be 
considered as a historical and philosophical 
bases for analyzing the current situation in 
Russia.
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The statement of basic materials. The 
author made an attempt to look at the problem 
of creation «new man» in Russia in the context 
of social construction. Catherine II tried to 
artificially create a «third state» without 
guarantees of civil liberties. The Russian 
government did not wanted, that to admit that 
the third state is not created only by 
administrative measures to implement unified 
moral education and vocational education.

Conclusions. This idea gave birth 
ideas K. Leontyev about of the industrial 
revolution without implementation of the 
«bourgeois» freedoms in the 19-th century, 
attempts to create a «Soviet middle class» and 
the new «middle class» in post-Soviet Russia. 
But just the «middle class» to provide their 
material needs, before them raises the question 
of political consolidation and expansion of 
their rights. Authoritarian government is not 
ready to go for it, because it means the loss of 
its control over the most active citizens. The 
result of this conflict of interest – is a 
revolution.

Keywords: «third state», Enlightenment, 
«middle class», freedom, education, utopia,
tradition. 
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