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FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN THE SYSTEM OF DISTANCE EDUCATION

Nowadays, new computer-based technologies have a significant impact on education. The roles of teachers and students are
changing increasing the ratio of self-studying, and «education for lifex is shifting to «lifelong educationy. Already, computer-
based technologies are being actively incorporated into the educational process, specifically into teaching foreign languages,
in many educational institutions.

In this paper, the conditions of distance learning of a foreign language are considered. The problems of effective organization
of language learning in the conditions of the pandemic and forced isolation are outlined. In the paper, we draw attention to
the unique features of a foreign language acquisition according to its specific linguistic and communicative competences. The
analyses of the existing distance learning system facilities for language learning provided an opportunity to consider different
approaches to the educational materials and modern technical means for professional language training. The main issues
of providing opportunities for the practical teaching of languages using the types of synchronous or asynchronous interaction in
conditions of distance learning are identified and the development of communicative competences supported by computer-based
technologies is analysed. A blend between network hypertext opportunities and the system of teaching methods is regarded as
the most beneficial for language acquisition.

The paper considers some distance language learning advantages provided by the grater possibilities for independent
work, a quick search for information, effective communicative tools, use of multimedia, which increases students’ motivation
and willingness to participate in different class activities.

Thespecifics of creating a specially tailored educational course for foreign languages studying are analysed and the possibilities
of getting professional language education remotely are stressed. The paper outlines the necessity of the state's attention drawn
to the question of reliable and effective foreign language distance course organization.

Key words: computer-based technologies, foreign language, foreign language acquisition, learning technologies, distance
education, distance learning system, online learning environment, professional training.

The latest changes in the society have proved the inevitability of advent of the era of information, character-
ized by an unprecedented, constantly accelerating growth of data submission. Information and communication
technologies are an integral part of modern society. More and more data is being digitalized and about 90% of all
existing information is now stored in digital format in computer networks. The development of fundamentally new
opportunities for acquiring information in constantly growing numbers, and of new communication methods have
a significant impact on education.

One of the tasks of the modern linguistic education system is the provision of open access to the life-long edu-
cation for every person, taking into account their interests, abilities and needs. Currently, in the era of the rapid
development of computer-based technologies, and due to the recent spread of the pandemic, the use of distance form
of education for language learning is becoming increasingly popular [2; 5]. Some scientists and university profes-
sors believe that the transition to a computer-based education system in the language studying will significantly
increase the effectiveness of specialists’ training within higher professional education. In their opinion, the results
of distance learning are not inferior to or even superior to the knowledge received by students in traditional classes.

The concept of distance education as an important part of gaining information, knowledge and skills in
the post-industrial society was laid by Z. Brzezinski, D. Bell, O. Toffler. Considering social development as a change
of stages, supporters of the information society theory associate its development with the dominance of the comput-
er-base technologies following the second language acquisition. Distance learning for teaching foreign languages
has attracted the scientists’ attention [3] primarily in response to the demands for greater scheduling flexibility
unconstrained by time and place [1].

During the last decades, numerous studies dedicated to the phenomenon of distance learning of foreign lan-
guages have been made. The significant fundamental research of Z. Abrams, J. Belz, R. Hampel, and M. Hauck,
S. Thorne, R. Blake, S. Payne, M. Warschauer and others described the latest changes in the computer-assisted
technologies for language learning in the educational process.

Nowadays, the issues of distance learning for various socio-economic and health reasons are becoming increas-
ingly important. People need a more flexible system of higher education that allows them to get basic or additional
education without interrupting their main activities, as well as providing equal opportunities for all. At the same
time, the necessity for creating conditions for lifelong education and training, increasing the adjustment time to
the market demands becomes increasingly more obvious.

The task of learning process effective organization for successful language learning in the conditions of practically
independent educational activities caused by the pandemic and forces isolation is complicated. The special features
of a foreign language learning are that the goal of training is not so much gaining knowledge about the subject itself
(linguistic competence), but the development of certain skills and abilities of various communicative activities
(communicative competence). These include the ability to comprehend a foreign-language text, to understand
the interlocutor, and to express your thoughts in oral or written form. Due to the communicative specifics of a foreign
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language subject, it is impossible to employ the distance education used for theoretical disciplines of lecture-type
to teaching languages. In this regard, searching for optimal distance learning methods and techniques for a foreign
language teaching is a complicated issue.

The aim of the article. The paper aims at the general analyses of the modern state of distance learning system
facilities for language acquisition and considers fundamental approaches to the selection of educational content suit-
able for professional language training.

The transformation of the approach to language acquisition was made possible on the basis of computer-based
technologies development, which is the key to modernizing education. In a number of countries, computer-based
technologies are considered as a key component in improving the quality of education through changes in curricula,
teaching new practical skills and the varying the disciplines’ content. Firstly, computer-based communication tech-
nologies have been mainly used to facilitate access to education for different social groups, to enhance the self-stud-
ying process, and to meet the special needs of different categories of students [1].

The modern trend towards computerization in our society also encompasses the education system, which mostly
happens as an initiative of educational institutions, professional pedagogic communities and individual teachers
and only later followed as different types of directive documents [4]. However, it is absolutely obvious that there
are no common policies towards the computer-based technologies implementation in the educational process as
a generally accepted long-term national strategy. Even the latest pandemic has not changed much in a slow pace
of the state establishments.

Undoubtedly, in the transitional period, different socio-economic problems are exposed, including educational
issues. Modern technologies are not able to eliminate most of these difficulties. Nevertheless, they are highly depend-
ent on the range of computer communication used in the educational process. Otherwise, society is threatened with
chronic lag and inconsistency in solving the problems posed before us.

The same issues are also relevant for more specific level of linguistic education, as the same problems remain
in this sphere. Based on its ontological nature, computer-based technologies provide rich opportunities for
the practical teaching of languages. Among them, there are different types of teacher-student(s) and student-stu-
dent interaction in conditions of distance learning as well as the possibilities of communication with native
speakers located anywhere in the world in a synchronous or asynchronous mode. Foreign language interlocutors
can be individuals, a small group, or even a global international conference involving hundreds and thousands
of people all over the world.

Linguistic education has its own specific tasks in line with general educational issues. The development of com-
municative competence is one of them along with sociocultural and linguodidactics acquisition. Computer tech-
nologies assisted in the appearance of new directions like computational linguodidactics. The concept of distance
learning of a foreign language has become widely used along with the traditional face-to-face learning methods.

There are a number of advantages and opportunities in the use of computer technologies and computer-assisted
learning. The most evident ones are the learners’ motivation increase, tasks interactivity, and easy establishment
of teacher-student(s) and student-students interaction.

Computers are undoubtedly attractive tools for the younger generation that has grown up and most of them
belong to the so-called Net Generation. They expect the teachers to use widely this technology in teaching. Exer-
cises are boring in the classroom but in a form of interactive or role-playing games they motivate students, the tests
with immediate answers stimulate students to work with the language, but at the same time, they do it with pleasure
and interest.

The effectiveness of teaching increases due to the opportunity provided by the computer-based technologies,
which influences its organization and reduces routine operations, helps the teachers use their time creatively
and more productively. The idea of combining possibilities of computer-based technologies and educational content
as a package of services and content, created by a professional teacher, is supported by Professor of the University
of New York State Carla Meskill: «Media and technologies can be tremendously useful tools for extending the ways
both learners and teachers consider language learning enterprises and for generating fresh and stimulating perspec-
tives. However, it is the position of this text that such new perspectives are not simply born out of the physical
presence of wires and electrodes. On the contrary, it is our forever flexible and evolving beliefs about how language
is best taught and learned that serve as the most critical groundings to further the evolution in our thinking about,
with, and through these new tools» [8].

Statistical data indicate that the computerization of the process of teaching a foreign language on a well-planned
didactic basis provides a range of advantages to teacher and students, and ensures much greater flexibility and adapt-
ability of the educational process to specific objectives and conditions. The teacher gets an opportunity to manage
learning more effectively (especially for large groups), improve the quality of students' independent work, achieve
the information about their progress quickly, increase the effectiveness of discussions and reduce the percentage
of students unwilling to participate in various types of activities [7].

Likewise, students have demonstrated a positive attitude to distance learning and greater satisfaction with their
studies, their motivation increased. The numerous survey results showed that the students enjoyed using computers
for the language studying, readily participated in various types of discussions expressing their opinions not only
in the classroom but also after class in different forums and discussion groups [6]. These communicative activities
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were especially attractive for those students who, due to their nature, usually avoided speaking in front of the public.
The opportunity to speak without seeing the audience in front of them is a great opportunity for such students. The
received feedback also revealed the students’ interest in doing research projects online. They search for specific
information independently employing web resources, which are a good exercise for the studied material practical
application. Also, the students are attracted by the distance learning system’s flexibility and autonomy, their ability
to practice at a convenient time and pace, outside the limitations of classroom learning.

Computer-based technologies allow different ways of communication regardless of the location of its partici-
pants. A group of students can participate in the discussion, games and simulations, creating short stories and dia-
logues. They communicate with each other outside the classroom to complete specific projects, group assignments
and prepare general course projects. Video conferencing technologies make it possible to include native speakers in
a discussion from any part of the world, which facilitates the development of linguistic, sociolinguistic, discursive,
and cross-cultural competences [5].

An effective distance learning of a foreign language should be based on a specially designed virtual language
environment, including a set of electronic educational and communication tools that allow the organization
of an interaction between the subjects of the educational process separated by space and time. At the same time,
distance learning should provide a reliable evaluation of this process.

The study of the individual aspects of the language system leads to the fact that a living language is sometimes
regarded by the learner as a number of isolated elements of mechanical grammar rules and long lists of memorised
words, which should be according to set instructions [7]. Obviously, an integral approach to a foreign language
learning involving the simultaneous processes of grammar and vocabulary acquisition with practical communica-
tion is the most productive.

One of the most complicated and time-consuming task for students is the development of writing skills. Some-
times it is completely ignored in distance learning, in spite of the fact that written communication is an urgent need
for an adult educated person. However, teaching writing remotely should always possess a semantic meaning and be
carried out within the framework of personal communication. Both the amount and the lexical rate can vary.

Special attention should be paid to the possibility of the computer-assisted knowledge control procedure devel-
opment. After finishing a module or course the students should be assessed for their performance and the achieved
results. The computer-based technologies could free the teacher from tedious homework and tests checking.

The advantages of computer-based foreign language distance learning are obvious. The students have an oppor-
tunity to study in any place and at a convenient time, as well as at their own pace and rhythm. The distance from
the student’s location to the university is not an obstacle to an effective educational process. Students can interact
with the teacher individually or in groups. In addition, they have an opportunity to arrange an individual curriculum
from a set of independent course modules which meets their needs. As a result, the costs of training are reduced due
to more efficient use of training space, time and technical means.

However, despite the undoubted advantages of the latest computer technologies, distance education should defi-
nitely rely on the developed system of methods for teaching a foreign language. It should be noted that within
the framework of distance learning, it is beneficial to use computer technologies for real-time activities such as
lessons, tutorials, discussion clubs, and conferences etc. Learning interaction with other learners even organized in
a virtual classroom establishes mutual friendly relations, builds team spirit and increases students’ self-esteem. This
is especially important due to the specifics of foreign language learning.

Due to the wide use of computer-based technologies application, the emphasis is being shifted from teaching to
learning. The student becomes the central figure of the educational process primary responsible for his/her learning
progress. The teacher ceases to be a source of knowledge; with distance learning, this role is transferred to an arti-
ficially created educational computer programs. The teacher is free from controlling functions and becomes a tutor
for students whose main function is to organize and manage the educational process.

Conclusions. Undoubtedly, the distance learning of foreign languages is a step forward. However, it demands
creating a special educational course by a university that would permit to benefit from its obvious positive sides
and to cope with some of the listed difficulties. Moreover, from a technical point of view, there are no obstacles
to distance learning from educational institutions. The necessary infrastructure is already here. With the effective
organization and widespread computer network development, despite the high costs at the initial stages, the econ-
omy and effectiveness of training can be beneficial for all its participants.

The recent events taking place in the society require changes in the education system shifting its development
according to the needs of an individual learner. At the same time, the possibilities of getting education remotely due
to the achievement of a higher level of accessibility should be accompanied by an increase in the quality of teaching
and learning. The question of the organization of reliable and effective foreign language acquisition still requires
a great amount of attention from the pedagogical and scientific community.
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T'agpunenxo K. M. Haguanus inozemuux mog y cucmemi OUCmanyiiHoi oceimu

YV Haw uac Hosi Komn tomepHi mexHono02ii Maromy 3HAYHUL 61U HA ocsinty. Poni eukiadauie ma cnmyodenmie 3MiHIOIOMbCA,
30I1bULYI0YU CNIBBIOHOUEHHS CAMOHABYAHHS, d «OCEIMA HA 8Ce HCUMMSAY SMIHIOEMbCA HA «OCBINTY NPOMALOM YCbO20 HCUMIMAY.
Varce 3apaz komn tomephi mexnonoeii akmueHo 3aayuaiomscs 00 0C6IMHLO2O NPOYeECy, 30KpeMa y BUKIAOAHHT IHOZEMHUX MO8,
y 6a2amvox HA8UATLHUX 3AK1A0AX.

Y cmammi posenadaromvcs ymosu Oucmanyiiino20 HABYAHHS THO3EMHOI MOBU MA OKPECTIOMbCA NpodieMu eekmusHol
opeanizayii UGHeHHs MOB8U, NPUOAMHI OISl CYYACHUX YMO8 NanOeMii ma eumywienoi izonayii. Y cmammi mu 36epmaemo
V6azy Ha 0CoONUB0CMI 3ACEOEHHS THOZEMHUX MO8 GIONOGIOHO 00 IX CReyu@IiuHUX MOGHUX MA KOMYHIKAMUGHUX KOMNEMeHYill.
Ananiz Has8HUX 3ac00i8 OUCMAHYINHOSO HABYAHHS V Yill 2any3i 0A8 MOJICIUGICHb PO32NAHYMU DPi3HI nioxoou 0o niobopy
HABUATbHUX MAMepianie ma Cy4acHux mexHiuHux 3acobie 0 npogeciiiHoi Mo8HOI nid2omosKku. BusHaueno ocHO8HI numatHs
3a0e3neueHHa MONCIUBOCHEl NPAKMUYHO20 BUKIAOAHHA MO8 i3 8UKOPUCTNAHHAM CUHXDOHHOI abO ACUHXPOHHOI 63AEMOOI
8 YMOBAX OUCMAHYIUHO20 HABYAHHSA MA NPOAHANIZ08AHO PO3GUNMOK KOMYHIKAMUSHUX KOMNemeHmHOCmell, aAKi 3a6e3neyyiomscs
KoMn tomepHumy  mexronociamu. I1ocOnanna Moxiciueocmelt Mepeniceso2o 2inepmekcny ma CyddcHoi cucmemu Memoois
HABUAHHA PO327IA0AEMbCS K HAUDINbIW NPUOAMHA KOMOIHAYIA 01 80AN020 3AC80EHHS MOBIEHHEBUX HABUUOK.

Y emammi posenaoaromoca maki nepegazu Oucmanyitino2o 8ue4eHHs Mo8U, AK 3a0e3nederts Oilbul WUPOKUX MOHCIUBOCTEN
07151 CamocmitiHol pobomu, WeUOKUll NOULYK iHpopmayii, eqheKkmueHi KOMYHIKAMUeHI 3aco0ul, 6UKOPUCIAHHSL MYTbmMUMeoid, Wo
niosuuye MOMUSAYII0 ma OAdNCAHHS CIYOeHmMie Opamu y4acms y HABUAIbHIll isLIbHOCHII.

Ipoananizosaro ocodbaugocmi cmeopenus cneyiaibHo po3pobieHo20 HA8UALIbHO20 KYPCY 011 8U8UEHHS IHO3eMHUX MO8
Ma HA20N0UEeHO HA MONCIUBOCTNAX OUCTAHYINIHO20 OMPUMAHHA npoecitinoi MosHOI ocimu. Y cmammi uceimniocmocsa
HeOOXIOHICMb  0epicagHol NiOMpUMKY NUMAHHA HAOJIUHOI ma eekmusHoi opeanizayii OUCMAaHyiliHoO20 GUEYEHHS
IHO3EMHUX MOG.

Kntouosi cnosa: xomn romepui mexHonozii, iHo3eMHA MO8d, THUWOMOBHI KoMnemeHyii, mexHon02ii HA8UaHHs, OUCMAHYIUHA
ocsima, cucmema OUCMAHYILIHO20 HABYUANHS, NPopeciline HaABUaAHH.

56



