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  We were honored to name this rose in celebration of the Royal Wedding 
                                   of Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge, 
                  which was held on April 29th, 2011 at Westminster Abbey 

David Austin 
Prince William and Kate Middleton were married in a beautiful ceremony at 

Westminster Abbey in London on April 29, 2011 (Fig. 1, 3, 5, 10). Since then, the 
couple has shared a number of sweet moments together during official royal 
appearances and have become parents to three children. They welcomed Prince George 
in 2013, Princess Charlotte in 2015, and Prince Louis in April 2018.  

Rosa ‘William and Catherine’  named to celebrate the Royal Wedding of Prince 
William and Catherine (Middleton), Duchess of Cambridge on April 29th, 2011 by 

Fig. 1. Kate and William.  Fig. 2. "William and Catherine" Rose.      Fig. 3. The Royal Wedding. 
 
English breeder David Austin in 2011 (Fig. 2, 4, 9). 

https://www.popsugar.com/celebrity/Prince-William-Kate-Middleton-Wedding-Pictures-16115027
https://www.popsugar.com/celebrity/Kate-Middleton-Smiling-Prince-William-Pictures-43775884
https://www.popsugar.com/celebrity/Prince-William-Kate-Middleton-Family-Pictures-44689421
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The couple were watched by 2,000 friends, family and dignitaries inside the 
abbey (Fig. 3, 7), and an estimated 2 billion people around the world (see video [26].) 

    Fig. 4.  Flowering William & Catherine Rose.                Fig. 5. The Royal Wedding (2011). 
 

The Prince, wearing the red tunic of an Irish Guards colonel, and his bride, who 
wore a gown by Sarah Burton, repeated their vows as led by the Archbishop the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Reverend Rowan Williams (Fig. 3, 10). 

Catherine Middleton chose a white strapless satin gown with detailing around 
the waist for the evening wedding reception, which was held at Buckingham Palace. 
Some of the lace on her dress was old, her diamond earrings were a new gift from her 
parents, her tiara was on loan from the queen, and Sarah Burton of Alexander McQueen 
sewed a blue ribbon inside her dress (Fig. 3, 5, 7, 8; 18).  

Burton designed the bottom of the dress to resemble an opening flower (Fig. 7. 
To create the elaborate applique on the bodice, the Royal School of Needlework cut 
out floral patterns from long lengths of lace and then stitched them onto silk tulle.  

Fig. 6. The lace featured symbolic flowers.   Fig. 7. The wedding dress.         Fig. 8. The tiara. 
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The design incorporated roses, thistles, and shamrocks, which traditionally 
represent England, Scotland, and Ireland, respectively (Fig. 6, 7). To keep the lace and 
threads pristine, dressma kers washed their hands every thirty minutes and renewed their 
needles every three hours [24]. 

The Queen provided the tiara (Fig. 8). The delicate sparkler includes nearly 1,000 
diamonds with one large, central gemstone. The diamond tiara is the 1936 Cartier halo. 

The bride’s wedding ring was made from Welsh gold by Wartski, an upscale 
jeweler and antiques firm located in Mayfair. The ring was made from a nugget of 
Welsh gold given to the couple by the Queen. There was a brief moment of anxiety as 
the ring seemed a tad challenging to slip onto the bride’s finger (Fig. 10). 

Her bouquet was all white, with lily of the valley, myrtle, sweet william and 
hyacinth  [25] (Fig. 3; 18). 

Honouring the Royal Wedding while Will and Kate exchanged traditional wedding 
vows from the Book of Common Prayer (see video [16]), they made one slight tweak − 
they removed the word "obey." The first royal bride to drop the word was William's late 
mother, Princess Diana, who omitted it when she married Prince Charles in 1981.  

Fig. 9. The buds of William & Catherine Rose.       Fig. 10. The Royal Wedding Vows. 
 
The royal wedding vows of Prince William and Catherine Middleton followed a 

rigid script of words and rituals based on the traditional Anglican wedding ceremony 
prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer. The Archbishop of Canterbury, chief 
clergyman for the Church of England, officiated the solemn event. In the same manner 
as Princess Diana before here, Catherine left out the vow to "obey" her husband [16],  

Check out their wedding vows we can read below: 
Archbishop: "William Arthur Philip Louis, wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded wife to 

live together according to God's law in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, 
honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live?" 

Prince William: "I will." 
Archbishop to Catherine: "Catherine Elizabeth, wilt thou have this man to thy wedded husband, to 
live together according to God's law in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love him, comfort 
him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, 
so long as ye both shall live?" 

http://www.wartski.com/
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Kate Middleton: "I will." 
Archbishop: "Who giveth this woman to be married to this man?" 
PW: "I, William Arthur Philip Louis, take thee, Catherine Elizabeth to my wedded wife, to have 

and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to 
love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God's holy law; and thereto I give thee my troth." 

KM: "I, Catherine Elizabeth, take thee, William Arthur Philip Louis, to my wedded husband, to 
have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; 
to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God's holy law; and thereto I give thee my troth." 

Archbishop: "Bless, O Lord, this ring, and grant that he who gives it and she who shall wear 
it may remain faithful to each other, and abide in thy peace and favor, and live together in love until 
their lives' end. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 

PW: "With this ring I thee wed; with my body I thee honor; and all my worldly goods with 
thee I share: in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

Archbishop: "Let us pray. O Eternal God, Creator, and Preserver of all mankind, giver of all 
spiritual grace, the author of everlasting life: send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this man and 
this woman, whom we bless in thy name; that, living faithfully together, they may surely perform and  
keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, whereof this ring given and received is a token and 
pledge; and may ever remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Those whom God hath joined together let no man put 
asunder.For as much as William and Catherine have consented together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their troth 
either to other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving of a ring, and by joining of hands; 
I pronounce that they be man and wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon you; and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye 
may so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting. Amen" [5]. 

Fig.  11. On the balcony of Buckingham Palace. Fig. 12. The Wedding Cake. Fig. 13. The proud parents (2019).

 
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, who are now the proud parents to three 

children Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis (Fig. 13), met at the 
University of St Andrews in 2001 (Fig. 14, 15). They both lived at St Salvator’s Hall 
residence, but it wasn’t until the following year in 2002 that a spark grew. It’s thought 
that Kate first won William’s affections after she took part in a charity fashion show in 
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March 2002. The Prince paid £200 for a front row ticket to watch the beautiful student 

 Fig. 14. Kate at the Uni of St Andrews. Fig. 15. Prince William. Fig. 16. The Rose 
William&Catherine.

 – who was widely credited with encouraging him to persevere with his studies [4], 
seevideo [1; 28].

For almost 60 years David Austin Roses bred exquisite English
Roses. Rosa ‘William and Catherine’(Fig. 2; 4, 9, 16; 19) is a delightful rose, bearing 
clusters of shallow, cup-shaped fully double flowers with many petals, and a good, myrrh 
fragrance. Buds open a creamy orange before becoming brilliant white with maturity. 
Plants are healthy and robust, with an upright habit, and show good resistance to diseases.

            Fig. 17. David Austin.                  Fig. 18. A happy couple.              Fig. 19. The Rose on the David Austen  
                                                                                                                  stand at Chelsea Flower Show  (2011). 

And besides, Rosa ‘William and Catherine’ is ideal for growing in a mixed 
herbaceous border, but also in a more formal setting such as a rose bed [27]. 

This rose produces white, shallowly cupped, full petalled blooms with 
impressive regularity throughout the summer. They have a pure myrrh fragrance. It 
forms an attractive shrub with bushy, relatively upright growth [5]. 
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Rose William and Catherine Characteristics 
Family: Rosaceae  
Genus: Rosa 
Botanical name: Rosa 'William And Catherine' 
Common name: English shrub rose (Fig. 21). 
Breeder:  David Austin (Fig. 17). 
Registered: 2011 
Class: English Rose (Austin Rose) Shrub 
Height: 36-48 in. (90-120 cm) 
4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m) 
Size: Medium Shrub 
Spacing:36-48 in. (90-120 cm) 
Growth type:  Compact 

Flower:  Very Double ,  Medium 
sized ,  8 cm 
Hardiness: Not Applicable 
Bloom Color: White (w) 
Bloom Shape: Double,  Slightly Fragrant   Fig. 20. Official Wedding Portrait. 
Habit: Shrub 
Colour: White (Fig. 21, 22). 
Flowering: Repeat Flowering 
Fragrance: Medium, Myrrh 
Flowering: Repeat Flowering (June - October) 
Bloom Size: Medium (Fig. 16, 21). 
Bloom Characteristics: 
Flowers are good for cutting 
This plant is attractive to bees, 
butterflies and/or birds 
Flowers are fragrant. 
Water Requirements:  
Average Water Needs; Water regularly;  
do not overwater                     Fig. 21. Rosa 'William and Catherine.'A flower. 
Ideal For: Mixed Border, Cutting,  
Pots & Containers, Shady Areas [4; 5; 27]. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.  22.  Flowering Rosa 'William and Catherine.'      Fig. 23. The rose in a lаrge container. 
                     Foto by Diana Jazwinski (see video [2; 3]). 
 

The beautiful wedding flowers, from the 20 foot trees in Westminster Abbey to  
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the surprisingly small lily of the valley bridal bouquet, were the creation of Belfast-
born florist Shane Connolly. The west London-based florist holds a Royal Warrant 
awarded to him by the Prince of Wales in 2006, marking him as the official supplier of 
flowers for royal events. He runs Shane Connolly Flowers with business partner Jamie 
Marlar. For the Royal Wedding he selected flowers from Windsor Great Park including 
blossoms, azaleas, rhododendron, euphorbias, beech, wisteria and lilac. But most 
striking of all were the eight 20ft-high trees dominated the nave [18]. 

English Field Maples had been installed in the historic church to create a 'Living 
Avenue' under which guests walked to their seats (Fig. 25). English Field Maples are a 
native tree (Fig. 24), whose wood is favoured for making harps. In medieval times it was 
used to fashion loving cups and its distinctive leaf shape was carved on many English 
cathedrals of the time. In the language of flowers it symbolises humility and reserve – 
not a word that necessarily applies to Kate’s extravagant floral arrangements [7; 21]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Fig.  24. Westminster Abbey.                     Fig. 25. A "Living Avenue" at Abbey. 
Two pyramid-shaped ornamental Hornbeams were also delivered and were 

being used to create a leafy 'frame' around the choir. Hornbeam, also known as 
Ironwood, are found in some of the country’s most ancient woodland. It represents 
resilience as it has one of the hardest wood of all trees and is almost impossible to 
damage. 

The rest of the historic Abbey was bedecked in armfuls of cream and white 
flowers including blossoms, azaleas, rhododendrons, euphorbias, beech, wisteria, lilac 
– and even Chinese gooseberry (actinidia) which has distinctive tear-shaped, white-
splashed leaves. "The symbolism means a lot to (Kate) and the sourcing has been 
hugely important," said Connolly (who worked with the Middleton’s Bucklebury 
family florist Emma Sampson on the event) revealed that the trees lining the aisle at 
the abbey were six English Field Maples and two Hornbeams. The flowers planned for 
the abbey decorations could provide some clues, though. Among the varieties: Azaleas, 
the Chinese symbol of femininity, lilacs, which represent first love, rhododendron and 
wisteria. "One of the things that has been very important to Catherine is the meanings 
of flowers and the language of flowers," said Connolly. "We’ve tried, especially in the 
wedding bouquets, to make beautiful stories." [7; 17]. 

And so throughout the United Kingdom, citizens were given the day off to 
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celebrate. The offer extended to British territories like Bermuda, Turks and Caicos, and 
the Falkland Islands. 

          Fig. 26. Buckingham Palace.                                           Fig.  27. Royal wedding balcony kiss. 
Prince William is the second in line to the British throne, and when Kate 

Middleton stepped out of the Queen’s vintage Rolls Royce onto the carpet leading into 
Westminster Abbey, she also stepped into an image that captivated the world [25]. 

Fig. 28.'William and Catherine' Rose (2011).        Fig. 29. A coin for Prince and Kate’s engagement.

Fig. 30. The Mall and Victoria Memorial.                Fig. 31. The couple’s carriage procession. 
Immediately after the announcement of Prince William and Kate Middleton's 

Royal Wedding, manufacturers from all over the world started to sell a huge range of 

Hundreds of thousands lined the streets to watch the couple’s carriage procession 
(Fig. 26, 30, 31) and the Royal wedding balcony kiss (Fig. 27).

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk020109VjFebvx3q2br2Zm_vbk89AA:1604053259786&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Buckingham+Palace&client=opera&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQ7_-FjNzsAhXEmIsKHV_dCkcQjJkEegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk020109VjFebvx3q2br2Zm_vbk89AA:1604053259786&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Buckingham+Palace&client=opera&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQ7_-FjNzsAhXEmIsKHV_dCkcQjJkEegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk020109VjFebvx3q2br2Zm_vbk89AA:1604053259786&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Buckingham+Palace&client=opera&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQ7_-FjNzsAhXEmIsKHV_dCkcQjJkEegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk020109VjFebvx3q2br2Zm_vbk89AA:1604053259786&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=Buckingham+Palace&client=opera&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQ7_-FjNzsAhXEmIsKHV_dCkcQjJkEegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2Froyal-wedding%2Froyal-wedding-pictures%2F8483415%2FRoyal-wedding-balcony-kiss-William-and-Kate-at-Buckingham-Palace.html&psig=AOvVaw0HOzBAAO4Mpm8l6kcwS9ou&ust=1604090366324000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CFEQr4kDahcKEwi44-u01NrsAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBw
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products (Fig. 33). In general, all these items can be classified in two categories: 
souvenirs and memorabilia [8]. 

    Fig. 32. Wedding invitation.   Fig. 33. Royal wedding souvenirs. Fig. 34. A stunning complete set. 
 
To sum up, since their fairytale royal wedding in 2011, Prince William and Kate 

have grown in popularity. Now, their love story has been immortalised on a stunning 
set of four commemorative strikes, minted in the highest quality 'proof' and preciously 
layered with 24-carat gold. Two strikes in the collection are hand-set with Javan blue 
sapphires and the other two are finished with highly sought-after colour detailing. 
Strictly limited to only 9,999 complete collections worldwide, the 'William and Kate 
Royal Wedding' commemorative strike set is available exclusively from Windsor Mint 
[29], Fig. 34. 
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