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БІОЛОГІЧНІ НАУКИ. ЕКОЛОГІЯ. 
 

WUTHERING HEIGHTS  AND ROSE EMILY BRONTË NAMED AFTER 
CELEBRATING THE BICENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF THE NOVELIST 

 
Kotliarova Oleksandra 

Student of Faculty of Science Education and Ecology 
 

Pet’ko Lyudmila 
Ph.D., Associate Professor 

(Dragomanov National Pedagogical University) 
 

 
I've dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after,  

and changed my ideas: they've gone through and through me,  
like wine through water, and altered the color of my mind. 

 
Emily Bronte 

Wuthering Heights 
 
We speak about the United Kingdom’s achievements in the field of arts and 

culture. This little island has produced the likes of Shakespeare, Aphra Behn, Blake, 
Constable, Britten, Vaughan Williams, Zadie Smith, Wordsworth, Percy and Mary 
Shelley, Jane Austen, Burns and the Brontës; these towering figures and their incredible 
achievements are things Britons as a nation can be justly proud of.  

Emily Brontë’s (Fig. 1) only novel was Wuthering Heights (1847) (Fig. 2), the 
violent and passionate story of the relationship between Catherine and Heathcliff. 

Fig. 1. Emily Brontë (1816−1855).  Fig. 1.  Rose "Emily Brontë" and Wuthering Heights.  
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The academic Claire O’Callaghan said the novel was still seen as a love story and 
that too needs re-examining. "I think it is about a lot more and I think that love story is 
quite a damaging one … I think it can be read as a cautionary tale against damaging 
romance and violent romance. … Heathcliff is clearly a horrible man “yet he is often 
read as the archetypal anti-hero. I really questi on that word hero. He is just vile from 
the outset." [22].  

Emily Brontë, in full Emily Jane Brontë, pseudonym Ellis Bell, (born July 30, 
1818, Thornton, Yorkshire, England—died December 19, 1848, Haworth, Yorkshire (Fig. 

3, 4), English novelist and poet who produced but one novel, Wuthering Heights (1847), 
a highly imaginative work of passion and hate set on the Yorkshire moors. Emily was 
perhaps the greatest of the three Brontë sisters (Fig. 4), but the record of her life is 
extremely meagre, for she was silent and reserved and left no correspondence of 
interest, and her single novel darkens rather than solves the mystery of her spiritual 
existence [24]. 

       Fig. 3. The Brontë Pasonage Museum.                            Fig. 4.  Emily’s room. 
O’Callaghan said Emily had been portrayed in 

many ways, usually negative. Sometimes she was "a staid, 
old-fashioned, people-hating spinster who roamed about 
the Yorkshire moors alone with her dog" or "a painfully 
shy and socially awkward girl-woman who was sick 
whenever she left home" or "she’s a stubborn and defiant 
woman who willingly withheld assorted physical and 
mental ailments, or an ethereal soul too fragile to endure 
the real world" [22]. 

This is the only surviving group portrait of the 
three famous novelist sisters - from left to right: Anne, 
Emily and Charlotte Brontë (Fig. 5). The portrait was 
known from a description of it by the novelist Elizabeth 

Fig. 5. The  Brontë  sisters.           Gaskell who saw it in 1853. In the centre of the group a 
male figure, previously concealed by a painted pillar, can now be discerned; it is almost 
certainly a self-portrait of the artist, their brother Branwell Brontë 
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(https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00797/The-Bront-Sisters-Anne-Bront-
Emily-Bront-Charlotte-Bront). 

The novelist and poet, the British, sister of Charlotte and Anne Brontë 
(Fig 5), was the fifth child of Maria Branwell Brontë and Reverend Patrick Brontë. In 
many ways, Emily was a more enigmatic figure than her sisters. An 1885 article in 
the Chicago Tribune stated: "Emily Brontë was perhaps the most original of the Brontë 
children in character; and it is thought by many that she was possessed of an even more 
striking genius than Charlotte. She was of a peculiarly reserved nature, and never 
during her life made any friend outside her family." 
(https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/literary-musings/the-death-of-emily-bronte/)  

An 1883 biography, Emily Brontë, by Agnes Mary Frances Robinson paints a 
vivid portrait of Emily’s final illness (Fig. 1) and death from tuberculosis (then called 
consumption). Their brother Branwell had died just three months earlier (two other 
Brontë sisters had died in childhood), and Anne would succumb to tuberculosis about 
six months later, leaving Charlotte as the only surviving Brontë sibling. Charlotte 
wasn’t destined for a long life, either. 

Emily Brontë, only lived to age thirty she left the classic novel Wuthering 
Heights and a collection of stunning poems as her literary legacy. Here we’ll explore the 
death of Emily Brontë as told by a 19th century biographer 
(https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/literary-musings/the-death-of-emily-bronte/) 

Wuthering Heights, novel by Emily Brontë (Fig. 1, 6, 7), published in 1847 under 
the pseudonym Ellis Bell. This intense, solidly imagined novel is distinguished from 
other novels of the period by its dramatic and poetic presentation, its abstention from 
authorial intrusion, and its  
unusual structure. 

Wuthering Heights is a novel of romance, revenge, and tragedy. It exhibits many 
characteristics of the so-called Gothic novel, which focuses on dark, mysterious events. 
The typical Gothic novel unfolds at one or more creepy sites, such as a dimly lit castle, 
an old mansion on a hilltop, a misty cemetery, a forlorn countryside, or the laboratory 
of a scientist conducting frightful experiments. In some Gothic novels, characters 
imagine that they see ghosts and monsters. In others, the ghosts and monsters are real. 
The weather in a Gothic novel is often dreary or foul: There may be high winds that 
rattle windowpanes, electrical storms with lightning strikes, and gray skies that brood 
over landscapes. (The word wuthering refers to violent wind.) The Gothic novel derives 
its name from the Gothic architectural style popular in Europe between the 12th and 
16th centuries. Gothic structures—such as cathedrals—featured cavernous interiors 
with deep shadows, stone walls that echoed the footsteps of worshippers, gargoyles 
looming on exterior ledges, and soaring spires suggestive of a supernatural presence 
[3]. 

https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/author-biography/bronte-charlotte/
https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/literary-analyses/wuthering-heights-by-emily-bronte-a-19th-century-synopsis/
https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/literary-analyses/wuthering-heights-by-emily-bronte-a-19th-century-synopsis/
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The story is recounted by Lockwood, a disinterested party, whose narrative 
serves as the frame for a series of retrospective shorter narratives by Ellen Dean, a 
housekeeper. All concern the 

Fig. 6.  Emily Brontë stamp.                 Fig. 7.  Wuthering Heights (movie, 1992) 
 

impact of the foundling Heathcliff on the two families of Earnshaw and Linton in a 
remote Yorkshire district at the end of the 18th century. Embittered by abuse and by the 
marriage of Cathy Earnshaw—who shares his stormy nature and whom he loves—to 
the gentle and prosperous Edgar Linton, Heathcliff plans a revenge on both families, 
extending into the second generation. Cathy’s death in childbirth fails to set him free 
from his obsession with her, which persists until his death [24].  

The sombre power of the book and the elements of brutality in the characters 
affronted some 19th-century opinion. Its supposed 
masculine quality was adduced to support the claim, based 
on the memories of her brother Branwell’s friends long after 
his death, that he was author or part author of it. While it is 
not possible to clear up all the minor puzzles, neither the 
external nor the internal evidence offered is substantial 
enough to weigh against Charlotte’s plain statement that 
Emily was the author [24]. 

Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights is a 1992 feature 
film adaptation of Emily Brontë’s 1847 novel Wuthering 
Heights directed by Peter Kosminsky (movie [26]). This was 
Ralph Fiennes’s film debut. This particular film is notable 
for including the oft-omitted second generation story of the 
children of Cathy, Hindley, and Heathcliff. The movie 
(Fig. 7, 8, 11) revolves around the lives of the Earnshaws 
and the Lintons. It portrays the role of suffering, revenge, 
and unrequited love in society.                               Fig. 8. Cathy Earnshaw and Heathcliff 

                                                                                                              (movie, 1992)  [26]. 
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David Austin and Wuthering Heights fans are going to love Emily Brontë. It is an 
exceptionally beautiful rose that is soft pink with apricot-colored central petals (Fig. 9, 

10). The blooms have a strong tea and old rose fragrance with hints of citrus. Rosa 
"Emily Brontë" is an attractive shrub rose cultivar which is also known by the name 

         

Fig. 9. Rose Emily Brontë.      Fig. 10. English Shrub Rose Emily Brontë bred by David. 
Rosa 'Auscot' (Fig. 12). It produces big, cup-shaped, pink flowers. These flowers are 
attractively scented and appear from early summer. This plant is part of the English 
Shrub Rose Horticultural Group. The flowers of plants in this group have many petals and 
they may be single or double in structure and scented (video [2;5; 16]). 

The Brontë Society asked  to name this rose to celebrate the bicentenary of the 
birth of the novelist, Emily Brontë. Her much-loved novel, Wuthering Heights, was 
published in 1847, a year before her untimely death 
at the age of 30. It is a dark tale of passion and 
revenge, centred around the relationship between 
Cathy Earnshaw and Heathcliff [7] (Fig. 8, 11).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 

Fig. 11. Cathy Earnshaw and Heathcliff [26].                    Fig. 12. Rosa 'Auscot'.   
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Rosa "Emily Brontë" bred by David Austin is an an exceptionally beautiful rose; 
the distinctive blooms are very neat and rather flat. Each bloom is a lovely soft pink, 
with a subtle apricot hue, the smaller central petals deepening to rich apricot and 
surrounding a button eye, which unfurls to reveal deep-set stamens. The strong Tea 
fragrance becomes more Old Rose, with delicious hints of lemon and grapefruit. It forms 
a bushy shrub with strong, healthy, upright growth [7]. 

Emily Brontë was unveiled at RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 2018, to rapturous 
reviews. The scent is described as warm and fruity, with notes of tea, grapefruit and 
lemon. And the flowers are delicious, too, unfurling from perfect little pale pink buds to 
wide, flat blooms the colour of strawberry fool, a deeper apricot towards the centre, 
with a neat button of bright yellow stamens. Emily Brontë is strong and fairly tall for a 
shrub rose, and – a lovely feature – the new spring shoots start out a rich coppery red. 
Like her namesake – a spirited trailblazer to lift the spirits, and likely to be one of our 
most enduringly popular shrub roses [8].  

A shrub rose with a little extra height, Emily Bronte will stand proud towards the 
back of a border, in a roomy pot on the patio or even planted with more of the same as 
an informal hedge. She does like a bit of sun, although semi shade suits her too, so pop 
her in an east, west or south facing spot. Her colours – the soft pinky apricot blooms 
and red-tipped shoots – tone beautifully with soft Cotswold stone, brick or sandstone. 
Combine Emily Brontë (Fig. 10; 14) with other shrub roses in delicate hues for a rose 
border you'll fall passionately in love with: Dame Judi Dench (2017), with its deeper 
apricot blooms (Fig. 13), would make a spirited partner worthy of Cathy and 
Heathcliffe, as would Lady Emily Hamilton (2005) (Fig. 15). The colourful combination 
of shrub roses underplanted with hardy geraniums is a classic pairing certainly worth 
considering [8].  

Fig. 13. Rose Dame Judi Dench. Fig. 14. Rose Emily Brontë. Fig. 15. Rose Lady Emma Hamilton 

 

https://www.ashridgetrees.co.uk/dame-judi-dench-rose-bush
https://www.ashridgetrees.co.uk/lady-emma-hamilton-rose
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THERE ARE SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS 
PERTAINING TO THE ROSE EMILY BRONTË: 
[6; 8] 
Family: English Shrub Rose bred by David Austin 

Breeder: David Austin (Fig. 16) 

Fragrance Strength: strong 

Flowering: repeat flowering 

Fragrance Notes: tea/Old Rose 

Colour: soft pink and apricot (Fig. 10; 14; 18; 19; 20) 

Height: 6ft (180cm)  
Width: up to 1.2m……………………………….............                   Fig. 16. David Austin. 
Shape of flower: neat and flat 
Size of flower: 10 cm 
Petal Count: 106 petals (Fig. 17) 

Scent: highly scented 
Flowering: repeat through summer 
Foliage: new shoots tinged red 
Disaese Resistance: Resistance exellent 
Year of Introduction: 2018 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
Plant of the Year Finalist 
Appellation: Ausearnshaw 
Suitable for zones: Zones 5−11. 
         
                                                                                          Fig. 17  The rose Emily Brontë (2018). 

In her short lifetime, Emily Bronte published just one novel, in 1847, but 
Wuthering Heights is now considered a classic. Much like this shrub rose, we imagine… 

Fig. 18. Bouquet of roses.     Fig. 19.  Flowering rose.      Fig. 20. English Shrub Rose Emily Brontë. 
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