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THE TRANSGRESSION OF CONTEMPORARY  

STRATEGIES OF COLONIALISM 

 

The phenomenon of colonialism is interpreted in negative evaluative 

coordinates as archaic and illegitimate in contemporary humanitarian discourse. 

However, how correct would be the conclusion about the end of the era of 

colonization and the existence of only its consequences in modern socioculture? 

To answer this question, it is necessary to analyze the content of European 

identity, its ideological and methodological foundations. The well-known historian 

F. Chabod [1] analyzes the content of the idea of Europe as a political association 

based on common values and ideological principles. Such an ideological basis was 

formed in the works of N. Machiavelli, Sh. L. Montesquieu, F. Voltaire, and 

others. Its meaning is to abandon the geographical understanding of the term of 

Europe in favor of the political, cultural and moral. It means that European identity 

is formed with unites people of different ethnic groups and cultural and religious 

traditions. 

Note that this political strategy is a product of intellectual activity, namely, 

the Greek-Roman philosophy and law, the Judeo-Christian religion and the 

Enlightenment-humanistic philosophy. These cultural traditions contain 

legitimization of the axiological foundations of European identity. However, 

contemporary philosophical discourse subjects to crushing criticism the traditional 

narrative of the justification of identity. In contrast to the classical metaphysics of 

Aristotle, based on identity as a fundamental characteristic of Being, modern 

humanities produce the principles of pluralism and tolerance, the rejection of 

essentialism and centralization. In addition, according to the ideas of 

postmodernism, the definition of identity is not constant, but is based on the 
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principles of hybridity, fluidity and plasticity. Therefore, the ideas of 

cosmopolitanism as a conceptual scheme for the formation of European identity 

are replacing national identity determination strategies. The concept of 

cosmopolitanism is logically unambiguous. The range of its interpretation varies 

from the radical project of U. Beck [2], who sees in him the principle of the 

modern global empire, to a more consistent explanation of G. Delante [3], who 

understands cosmopolitanism as a fundamental multiplicity of initial practices of 

identity. Consequently, identity formation techniques retain signs of totalitarianism 

even in cosmopolitan concepts. 

The totality of influence on self-determination lies in the fact that at the 

present stage of the development of society, identity does not take shape 

spontaneously, in line with the historical and cultural tradition, but institutionally 

by implementing a balanced and systematic strategy of the intellectual and political 

elite. 

The problem of European identity causes a significant resonance among 

researchers and inhabitants of this process. This is due to legitimize the chosen 

strategy of political identity. The question is: how liberal (really, not nominally) is 

this strategy? The French philosopher M. Crepon substantiates the idea of the 

heterogeneity of European identity as a compilation of European and non-

European ideas and values. In his opinion, the process of the formation of Europe 

is fundamentally diversified, that is, the values on which the European identity is 

based arose not autonomously, but under the influence of other cultures and 

civilizations. This process of interaction cannot be conserved, the clash of 

meanings, symbolic and semiotic systems continues. Therefore, M. Crepon 

considers it necessary to replace the strategy of appropriation (conversion of 

quality into property) to de-privatization (recognition of one’s quality with the 

quality of another) and re-appropriation (recognition of his otherness with his 

quality and property). 
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Therefore, we can conclude that modern strategies of colonialism were 

transformed on the basis of a transgressive principle. The political will of 

introducing European identity blurs historical and national criteria for 

identification, and the methods of political influence acquire the features not of 

physical influence, but of a manipulative and informational character. 
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THE PROBLEM OF SELF-ACTUALIZATION IN  

POSTCOLONIAL REALITY: CALLING AS A MOTIVATING  

FACTOR OF PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Self-actualization and identity is a problem not only for every person, but also 

for social groups and nation especially in the situation of Postcolonial reality. For 

Ukraine, as for the other former Soviet Republics, it is a matter of transformation 

from totalitarian organization to democratic civil state. At the days of collapse of 

Soviet Union in 1991 sociologists V. Bakshtanovskiy and U. Sogomonov foresaw 

that it would be a long time and that the mixed authoritarian and democratic 

system would appear [1]. That is exactly what we could have seen for the last 27 

years. 


