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Environmental field study in professional social students training

The paper stresses that field courses can improve students' motivation to engage not only in the environmental
sciences activity, but also in the social work —including socio - pedagogical activities. We base this argument on
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experience teaching of environmental studies field course in the Wageningen Agricultural University Studies Program in
the Netherlands. We can conclude that there are several factors—the field experience, the small social group dynamic,
and the ecological program design—all contribute to an increase in students' interest and engagement in the socio-
pedagogical work.

Keywords: Environmental Education, Ecological Activity, Field Study, Socio-pedagogical Work

Introduction. Methodologists and educators have long recognized that going out of the classroom and into the
field promotes engaged learning in environmental science disciplines. The reason for this is simple: in order to leamn
about the environment one must go outside and study it first-hand. It may not seem obvious how an outdoor field
experience could improve other disciplines that do not rely on direct observations of nature as their source of
information. Yet instructors who teach courses in the environmental studies have found that an outdoor field experience
can boost student interest and engagement. Why does a field study experience seem to have this effect on students?

Main Part. We support Ballantyne's opinion that students' appreciation for the environmental socio-
pedagogical work results from three key factors. First, the field immersion experience fosters a sense of simplicity and
opportunities for self-reflection. Second, the experience of working in a small group, with its interpersonal dynamics and
empathetic learning benefits, encourages students to participate in open debates and discussions that are essential for
social education. Third, the experience of being exposed to an interdisciplinary, place-based curriculum encourages
students to move beyond compartmentalized learming. They began to engage in the sort of holistic thinking that is
necessary for humanistic understanding and that is required to understand complex social and environmental problems.

Numerous authors stress that environmental education should include social sciences because real-life decisions
always involve moral agency and social trade-offs and incorporate cultural studies of ideas about nature. And field
courses offer opportunities to increase student interest and engagement in the environmental work, and to further
integrate the socio-pedagogical part into interdisciplinary environmental education.

Such integration is more relevant in the field than on campus, because in the field students could see the
products and processes of human-environment relationships. Studying in the field can "help you understand the
inspiration people in the past have felt from being in nature and how that has influenced human thought and human
culture." "The inspiration came from nature, not a classroom." say environmental instructors.

The other factor that appears to have fostered students' increased levels of interest and engagement in the social
aspect of environmental activity is the small-group experience. This sense of isolation requires us to develop group
management skills, and it oflen leads to the rapid development of new friendships and a sense of camaraderie. Partly as a
result of the close personal ties that tend to develop in the field, it is possible to foster frank and vigorous debates which
can promote social thinking and responsibility.

The students are reported to have feeling of a sense of intimacy and trust that is often associated with the
formation of tight-knit student communities in intensive field courses. This small group experience leads to what some
scholars call "empathetic learning benefits." Which itself, alone, promote the interest to social activities and personal
development learning. The methodologists described the importance of empathetic learning environments for education,
arguing that effective learning occurs in a context of mutual respect, understanding, and empathy among students and
their instructors.

Recently, researchers and teachers have called for more interdisciplinary study and a more prominent role for
the social sciences in interdisciplinary environmental education. In this paper, we emphasize that field study courses can
help to answer this call by acting as a lynchpin to connect the natural sciences and social sciences. In the field, students
can see how biophysical processes, social structures, and cultural ideas about nature fit together to shape the land and its
inhabitants. Field courses provide opportunities to break down disciplinary academic barriers, and generate increased
student interest and engagement in humanistic approaches to environmental studies that may seem overly abstract in a
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Timl Tlioiml classroom setting. Hybrid field courses that combine aspects of both traditional academic classes and outdoor
iiilveiHure programs are particularly well suited to this task. Such courses play an indispensable role, and they should
occupy a central place in environmental education of students.

Conclusion The instructors and ecologists noticed a surprising trend. Most of students that join the course with a
primary interest in the natural sciences, during their outdoor time become much more interested and engaged in the
environmental socio-pedagogical work. Field study has long been a part of education in the natural sciences, but it was
not immediately obvious why studying in the field might benefit education in social fields. In this paper we have tried to
find explanations of this fact. We can identify three key factors, the combination of which leads to increased students'

interest and engagement in social side of environmental studies.
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MiaroroBka MaiidyTHIX comiaJbHHX NpaniBHHKIB 70 npoditakTHYHOI po6OTH 3 HEMOBHOMITHIMH
y mponeci BOJTOHTEPCHKOI NPAKTHKH

IpobGnema neBiaHTHOI HMOBEAIHKY, SIKY OUIBIICTD YYEHHX PO3ILLNAIOTH SIK BIIXIUICHHS BiJ NPHHHATHX Yy
CYCIUILCTBI HOpM 1 TIpaBiul, Oyiuia 00'€KTOM HAayKOBHX IOCII/DKEHb, TIOYMHAFOYM I 3 YaciB aHTHYHOCTI, MpOTee
CHOTOHI iHTepec 1O Hei 3pocTae, OCKUIBKH BIIPOJOBXK OCTAHHIX JNECSATHPIY JEBiaHTHI NPOSBH HaOyIW 3HAYHOTO
PO3MOBCIO/DKEHHSI, B TOMY YHCII i cepe/i HEOBHOMITHIX. J[eBiaHTHA MOBE/IIHKA HETIOBHOJITHIX Y 0araTtb0X BUIMAIKax
TPaHCCIIOPMY€TbCs Y KpHMiHAMGHI (POPMH IIOBEJiHKM i CTAHOBUTH CYTTEBY HEOE3IEKy SIK UL caMoi OCOOMCTOCTI
HENOBHOJITHBOTO, HOro IOAAIBIIOr0 PO3BUTKY, TAaK 1 U1 BChOro cycninberBa Ockinpku oHa 80 % HENoBHOMITHIX,
CXWIBHHX JI0 JI€BIaHTHHUX IPOSBIB, € YYHSIMHU 3arajlbHOOCBITHIX KL, IPOQeciifHO-TeXHIYHNX yUIIIHIL, KONEDKIB,
0COOJIHBOI aKTYaIbHOCTI HabyBae Mpo(hiTakTUKa JEeBiaHTHOI OBEJIHKY caaMe cepe]] YUHIBCHKOI MO0

3HauHUi BKIIaJ y MPO(UIAKTUKY JEBIaHTHOI MOBEAIHKY MOKJIMKaHI BHECTH COLIAIBbHI MPAIiBHUKH, OCKUTbKH
cepesl OCHOBHHX IpodeciiHuX (yHKINl COIiaNbHUX NpANiBHUKIB WiTKO BH3HAYeHi (yHKII, MOB'A3aHi came 3
NpoGUIAKTHKOI0  JEBIaHTHMX IPOSBIB:  JIarHOCTHYHA, IPOTHOCTUYHA,  IONEPEDKyBAILHO-IPO(LIIaKTHYHA,
KOpeKILiiHO-peabiniTaniiiHa, CoIianbHO-TepareBTUIHA, OXOPOHHO-3aXUCHA.

BomHowac, sk cBimuaTh pesynsTaTH HaykoBHX nocuivkeHs (O.Kapnenko, 1Kosumna, B.OpikexoBcbka,
B.Ilonimyk Ta iH.), COLIbHI MPaLiBHUKKA HE TOTOBI IOCTATHBOK MIPOKO 10 MPOQeciiiHOl MpodiTakTHIHOI poOOTH 3
HENoBHOJNITHIMH. 1le 3yMOBIIEHO THM, IO colianbHA OCBiTa B YKpaiHi MOYana PO3BUBATHCS IOPIBHSIHO HEIABHO i
nporpamma npodeciifHol maroToBKY MaiOyTHIX CONIAIBHIX MPAIiBHUKIB € HEJOCKOHAIO. 30KpeMa, Ha BiMiHy Bin
OaraTboX 3apyODKHUX KpaiH, BITUM3HSHA INpOrpaMMa IIATOTOBKM MaifOyTHIX (paxiBIiB coIiaibHOI cdepud He
nepenbadae crermianizanii B npodirakTuyHiil AisbHOCT. TOMy y4acTh CTyHEHTIB y BOJOHTEPCBHKIH IISUTBHOCTI 3
HEMOBHOJNITHIMY, CXIVIBHAMH JO JCBIaHTHOI IIOBEIIHKM Il Yac BOJOHTEPCHKOI IIPAKTHKH, MOXE CHPHUSTH
BJIOCKOHAJICHHIO HpodeciiiHoi MAroTOBKM MaiOyTHIX (paxiBIiB comianbHOI cdepd 3aragoM i A0 3AiHCHEHHs
PO LTAKTUIHOI pOOOTH 30KpeMa.

BonoHTepcreo € myske BaXUIHBOIO CKIAJOBOIO IPOMAISTHCHKOTIO CYCIIBCTBA 3a J0IIOMOTOI0 BOJIOHTEPCTBA: B
CYCIUIBCTBI MIATPUMYIOTBCS 1 MiICUITIOIOTHCS TaKi 3arallbHOMIONCHKI LIHHOCTI, SIK MUJIOCEps, TypOoTa, J0moMora;
MO PEeANi3yloTh CBOI MOMJIMBOCTI, IIOBHICTIO PO3KPHUBAIOTH CBIll JIFOACBKUH 1 mpodeciiHMil IOTSHIHAT;
BCTAHOBITIOIOTBCS 3B'SI3KY, SIKi CIIPHSIOTH BUPIIICHHIO BAKINBHX KUTTEBUX MIUTaHb 0ararboX JIFOTEH.

BonoHTepcrso - 1ie J00poBuUIbHUIT BUOIP, 10 BiOOpaXKae OCOOKMCTI HOIVISIM 1 MO3MLIIl; 1Ie aKTHUBHA y4acTh

TPOMAaJISHUHA B XKHTTI CyCIIUIBCTBA, IO BUPAXKAETHCS, K MPABHIIO, y CYCIIUIBHIH MisSUTBHOCTI B MEXaxX Pi3HOTO POy
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