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progress” and “evaluation of students’ educational achievements” is construed, the grounds for
transforming methodological approaches to the assessment of students’ knowledge within the period of
establishment and development of the educational system of Ukraine since the first years of its
independence are stipulated, the directions of the research in the field of improving the quality of
assessing students’ educational achievements based on the efficient integration of the national
educational tradition and the system of assessing students’ educational achievements approved by the
international practice are designated.

Keywords: assessment; assessment of students’ progress; types, functions and criteria for
assessing students’ knowledge; establishment of the system of assessment.
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     (can + Infinitive,  /  + ,
saber / poder + Infinitivo; must / have to + Infinitive,  /  + ,
tener  que  +  Infinitivo),     ,  

 .    
,         (may

/ might / could (not)+ Indefinite Infinitive; could / may / might (not) + Perfect Infinitive;
can’t / mustn’t + Indefinite Infinitive; must + Indefinite / Continuous / Perfect Infinitive;
Can / Could + S + Indefinite / Continuous / Perfect / Perfect Continuous Infinitive?;
can’t / couldn’t + Perfect / Perfect Continuous Infinitive; may + Continuous Infinitive,
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   . E.g. Could you bring me  book, please? Would you
mind opening the window? Do you mind if I leave the lesson earlier? May I come in?

       
  :    , - .    
 ?    ?,   :  

  ?   ,    ?
        poder:

¿Puedes llevarme contigo a la universidad?    
?,  ,     : ¿Que

te parece si te llamo?   ,   ? ¿Te llamo? 
 ? Perm tame que te llame.   .

¿Me dejas que te llame?   ?;  
 :  ¿Me podr as llevar materiales para Maria a la oficina?

      ?    
  ? ¿Me esperar as un poco?    ?
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Exercise 1.
:     ,  
, , , .

T: Today we are going to talk about different ways of expressing deduction:
certainty, possibility; doubt. In English they show varying degrees of certainty. It
depends on how the person is sure in the situation.

T: Listen to the conversation between two girls Fiona and Clare, then answer the
questions below.

1. Whom do the girls see in the café?
2. Who is the boy with?
3. Do the girls come up to him and say hi? Why not?

 -      
   ;    

  ;   .
Exercise 2.

:      ,   
  ,   , ,

, .
T: Listen to the conversation once more and fill in the gaps in its script.

 -     
;       ;

  .
Exercise 3.

:       
      ,

    ,  
 ,      

 .
1) T: In the conversation which you’ve heard the people use different modals to

express deduction, certainty, doubt, possibility / impossibility in the present, in the past
and in the future.

Let’s analyse the conversation we’ve listened to.
T: Clare is not sure that Danny is sitting in the café. What does she say?
St: It might be Danny.
T: What meaning does the modal verb might express?
St: Deduction in the present.
T: Yes, we use may, might and could when we are making a deduction based on
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evidence or on our experience.
If your friend hasn’t come yet. What do you say?
St: She may be in the traffic jam.
T: When we want to indicate that we are not certain whether something is possible,

but we think it is, we use could / might / may. There is no important difference in meaning
between these modals, but may is slightly more formal.

You’ve got the letter from your friend and you are not certain that it is from Tony.
What would you say?
St:  The  letter  might  be  /  may  be  /  could  be  from  Tony,  because  he  moved  to

Australia recently.
T: We use may not / might not in this way.
 You know that your friend Nick is at home. And at this moment you meet a man

who looks like Nick. What would you say?
St: It may not be / might not be Nick.
T: In spoken English we often contract might not to mightn’t. We don’t usually

contract may not.
T: When there is a possibility that something happened in the past, but you are not

certain if it actually happened, we use could have / may have / might have followed by a
past participle. Your friend had to return home yesterday but he didn’t come.

What would you say?
St: He might / may / could have stopped for a few days on the way.
T: We can use might not have / may not have in this way. We use could not have

when we want to indicate that it is not possible that something happened.
E.g. He didn’t have a boat, so he couldn’t have rowed away.
T: We use can’t or couldn’t for things which we know are impossible and to make

negative deductions. You know your friend’s handwriting so you are looking at the
document and say…

St: It can’t be / couldn’t be from Hugh because that’s not his writing.
T: Clare is sure that Danny is sitting with his mother. What does she say?
St: She must be his mother.
T: What meaning does the modal verb must express?
St: Deduction in the present.
T: We use must when we are sure something is true.
If you are certain that the letter you have received is from your friend Steven. What

do you say?
St: It must be from Steven because he’s in Australia.
T: Remember that we use must with all forms of the infinitive.
E.g. Helen must be at the seaside.
St: John must be working in the garden.
T: The opposite of must in this sense is can’t, mustn’t. It is unlikely that you meet

your friend in the country. What would you say?
St: This can’t Victor here.
T: Clare knows that Danny’s mother was going to come next week. But
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when she sees Danny with his mother in the café. What does she say?
St: They must have changed their plans.
T: What meaning does the modal must have express?
St: Deduction about the past.
T: Yes, we use must have + past participle to express a logical deduction about the

past. We express a negative deduction about the past with can’t have or couldn’t have.
Your friend had to fix the computer but he didn’t do it because when you start working it
is not working properly. What would you say?

St: He can’t have fixed the computer.
T: When we are less certain we use may not have or might not have.
Your friends haven’t come at the meeting. You think they haven’t read the

advertisement. You say …
St: They might not have heard the news.
T: Fiona is not sure that Danny is sitting with his mother. What does she say?
St: Look Clare, she can’t be his mother.
T: What meaning does the modal verb can’t express?
St: Strong doubt.
T: We use can to express strong and very strong doubt. In this meaning can is used

only in interrogative and negative but it may be followed by all forms of the infinitive.
The continuous Infinitive refers to the present. If the verb has no continuous form, the
Indefinite Infinitive is used to refer the action to the present. The Perfect Infinitive refers
to the past. Could implies more uncertainty. You are doubt about your friend’s
knowledge of Spanish and you say …

St: Can Ann know Spanish?
T: We use may / may not to express doubt with the Indefinite Infinitive or Perfect

Infinitive. The form might expresses greater doubt. It is practically never used when
speaking about the past. When you are not sure if your friend is in the library you say …

St: Ann may be at the library now.
T: When we express doubt about an action in the present we mostly use the

Continuous Infinitive after the verb may (with the exception of such verbs as: to love, to
hate, to know, to understand). They may be living in the country. We also use might (not),
may (not) and could when we are not certain about the future. If you are not sure you go
to London next month or not you say … I might go out to London next month.

T: Now you know how we can express deduction, certainty, possibility, doubt in
English. Let’s draw the conclusion about the meanings of the modals.

2) T: Now think of the equivalents of the modals in Spanish and Ukrainian. What
are the equivalents of the verbs can, could, may, might, must which express deduction
Give examples in Spanish and Ukrainian.

St: In Spanish possibility and probability is expressed with the help of futuro simple.
E.g. Algu en llamas a la puerta. Será Sara. ,  . No estamos

seguros de lo que haremos ma ana. Es possible que vayamos a la playa.  
  . Selia estará en la oficina. Habitualmente a esta hora está allá.

T: What is the equivalent of the form: may / might / could + be … -ing in Spanish?
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St: Puede ser que estén cenando. ,  .
T: In the past it is …
St: ¿Donde estuvo Maria ayer por la noche? Creo, que estar a en el cine.
 ,      .
T: How do we express possibility or probability in Spanish?
St: It is condicional. E.g. Mi hermano ser a un ni o inseportable siendo ni o.
T: How do we express deduction in Spanish?
St: With the help of futuro simple.
E.g. Hoy no hace calor. Tendrá frio sin abrigo. , , .
Ha trabajando todo el d a. Estará cansada. ,  .
T: Now let’s present the forms of the modals expressing possibility / impossibility,

probability / probability, deduction, prediction in English, Spanish and Ukrainian in the
table.

English Spanish Ukrainian
Deduction: certainty
Deduction: possibility
Doubt

  -    
        
  ,    

      ,  
   ,    ;

       ;
  .

Exercise 4.
:    .

1) T: Listen and pay particular attention to the sentence stress. Are the modals
stressed or unstressed in the phrases?

1. Mr and Mrs Brown can’t have much money.
2. It might be Jane.
3. Peter might not have seen me.
4. There must be a fire somewhere.
5. Can she be working now?
6. Helen could be in her bedroom.
7. My aunt can’t be cooking dinner.
3) T: Now try to read the phrases after the speaker in pauses.

  -     
     ;  

      ;
 .
,      ’  

 ,   , ,
/ ,   , ,   
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ORLOVSKA L. K. Complex of exercises of the modal grammatical structures expressing
assumption, confidence, possibility, impossibility and doubt.

The article is devoted to the consideration of the complex of exercises at the stage of
presentation, when the formation of students’ ideas about the functioning and shaping of modal
grammatical structures expressing assumptions, beliefs, possibilities / impossibilities, doubts in the
present, past, and future time occurs. The goal of the stage is to familiarize students with the situations
of the use of new modal grammatical structures, to teach students to analyze the meanings and forms of
modal grammatical structures and to generalize them to the rules of the use and formation of modal
grammatical structures and to process the phonetic representation of samples of speech with the modal
grammatical structures. Exercises include tasks for understanding the functions and forms of the
grammatical structure, mastering the phonetic design of the speech sample with the learned
grammatical structure (melody, phrasal emphasis, rhythm, tempo). The complex of exercises includes
exercises to determine the structural elements of the grammatical structure, the derivation or
formulation of rules, exercises for the analysis of the rules of formation and use of modal grammatical
structures of the English language compared with the grammatical structures of the Spanish and
Ukrainian languages.

Keywords: grammatical competence, grammatical skills, modal grammatical structures.
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